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Bains my Aunivingany For” THE Exserio ov 
run uo COUNCIL vor Tus Cor tr. 


By SAMUEL WE! 


Patton os A Chuxcn tn DaaTMOuT 


Ho 
And | will reſtore thy judges av abe firſt, AY 
u as at the beginnin ginning : : afterward thou ſhalt be 
called the city of righteouſneſs, the faithful city, Is a. 
4- 26. Theic children alſo ſhall be as aforetime, and 
their e ſhall be eflabliſked. before me, * 
T will puniſh all that oppreſs them : and their nobles 
ſhall be ood themſelves, and their governor ſhall proceed 
ſrom the midſt of them, Jees; 30. 20. 2r. As free 
and not uſing your liberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs;... 
but as the ts of GOD; 1 Peres 2 16. The 
beaſt that thou ſaweſt, ſhall aſcend out of the bottomleſa 
Led, into perdition : and they that dwell-on the 
I wonder; whoſe names were not writted in 
the _— of fe from the foundation of the world, 
when they behold the beafi, Rav. 17. ver. 8. 
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He Copncil, May 30, 1776, 


Motion, "Ordered, That Tromas 
CusHING,' BENJAMIN LINCOLN, 
and Mosrs Girx,*Eſquires, be a Commit- 
tee to wait on the Rey, Mr. WEST, and 
return him the Thagls of the Board, for 
his SER MON delivered Yeſterday, before 
both Houſes of Aſſembly; and to requeſt 


Copy th thereof for the Prefs. mow 
Nt Fs Wermpn v. Boer v. 
Sr ks OW 
5 e 11 * FT + _ be hi Sh 94 5 * - "1 1 {? 
— ADVERTISEMENT.» 
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7 22 the por that foveral peſſages 

(Which Were mitted, when the Sermon was 
delwered, delivered, fot fear of being tedious" to the aftembly, 

are igel 5 tre eoffecrra 10 the bearers 
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 FLECTION-SERMON. 


TITUS, | Chapter 34 Verſe mY 


Put them in mind 1 to be ſubjett to principalities 40 
powers, to obey, mag! Harten, ta be e to every 
L. rel 7 al | ni FG! 


36A > Un ni 9000) 7579 yo 
oF E t. Creator 38 een 
the race for ſociety, has 
made us dependent on one another 
for happineſs ; he has ſo conſtituted 
us, that it becomes both our duty and intereſt, 
to ſeek the public good. And that we may 
be the more — engaged to promote each -' 
others welfare, the Deity has endoweꝗ us with 
tender and ſocial. affections, with generous and 
benevolent principles: Hence the pain, that 
we feel in eeing an object of diſtreſs: Hence 
the latisfaction, that ariſes. in relieving, the afflic- 
bd, was the ſuperiar pleaſure, which, we exe. 


rience 


5 2 


rience in communicating bappineſs to the 
miſerable. The Deity has alſo inveſted us with 
moral powersand facultics, by which weare ena- 
bled to diſcern the difference between right and 
wrong, truth and falſhood, good and evil: 
Hence the approbation of mind, that ariſes 
upon doing a good action, and the remorſe of 
conſcience, which we: expenence, when we 
counteract the moral ſenſe, and do that which 
is evil. This proves, that in what is common- 
ly called a ſtate of nature, we are the ſubjects 
of the divine law and government, that the 
Deity is our ſupreme magiſtrate, who has writ- 
ten his law in our hearts, and will reward, or 
puniſh us, according as we obey or diſobey his 
commands. Had the human race uniformly 
perſevered in a ſtate of moral rectitude, there 
would have been little, or no need of any otlier 
law, beſides that which is written in the heart; 
for every one in ſuch a ſtate would be a Jaw 
unto himſelf. There could be no occaſion for 
or enforcing of penal laws, for ſuch 
- are not made for the _— man, but for the 
SE % lawleſs and diſobedient, for the ally, and for 
13 Faner, for the owed and 1 murderers of 
= fathers, aud murderers of mothers, for manſlayers, 
4 Sf whoremongers, for them that defile themſelves | 
. with mankind, for menſtealer s, for liars, for perju- 
red perſons, and if there be any other thing, that. 
ic contrary to moral rectitude, and the happineſs 
of mankind. The neceſlity of forming our- 
{elves into politic bodies, and granting to our 
rulers, à power to enact laws for the pub- 


lie alex, and to enforce them by proper pe. 
nalties 
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Halties, ariſes from our being in a fallen, and 
degenerate eſtate : The flighteſt view of the 
reſent tate and condition -of the human race, 
15 abundantly fufficient to convince any per- 
Jon of common ſenſe, and common honeſty, 
that civil government is abſolutely neceſſary 
for the peace and ſafety of mankind, and con- 
fequently that all good magiſtrates, while they , 
faithfully diſcharge the truſt repoſed in them, 
aught to be religiouffy and conſcienciouſly 
obeyed. An enemy to good government 1s an 
enemy not only to his country, but to all man- 
kind; for he plainly ſhews himſelf to be di- 
veſted of thoſe tender and ſocial ſentiments, 
which are charaQteriftick of an human tem- 
per, even of that generous and benevolent dif- 
poſition, which is the peculiar glory of a ration- 1 
al creature. An enemy to good government 8 
has degraded himſelf below the rank and dig- | 
nity of a man, and deſerves to be clafsed wit | 
the lower creation. Hence we find, that wiſe | 
and good men of all nations, and religions, | 0 
have ever inculcated ſubjection to good go- 'Þ 


vernment, and have born their teſtimony 


4 againſt the licencious diſturbers of the public | 4 


Peace. Nl 


Nox has chriſtianity been deficient in this | 
capital point. We find our bleſſed Saviour 
directing the Jews to render to Cæſar the things | 
that were Cæſar's: And the apoſtles and firſt k 
preachers of the goſpel not only exhibited a | 
good example of ſubjection to the magiſtrate, 
in all things that were juſt and lawful, but they 1 
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LS 
have alſb in ſeveralplaces of the new-teſtament; 
ſtrongly enjoined upon: chriſtians, the duty of 
ſubmiſſion to that government under which: 
providence had placed them: Hence we find; 
that thoſe, who deſpiſe government, and are 
not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities, are by the 


apoſtles. Peter and Jude, claſs'd among thoſe 
preſumptuous ſelf-willed ſinners, that are re- 
ſerv'd to the judgment of the great day. And 


the apoſtle Paul judg'd ſubmiſſion to civil go- 
vernment, to be a matter of ſuch great impor- 
tance, that he tho't it worth his while to charge 
Titus, to put his hearers in mind to be ſub- 
ject to principalities and powers, to obey ma- 


giſtrates, to be ready to every good work: 
As much as to ſay, none can be ready to every 
good work, or be proper y diſposꝰd to perform 


thoſe actions, that tend to promote the public 


good, who do not obey. magiſtrates, and who 
do not become good ſubjects of civil govern- 
ment. If then obedienge to the civil magiſtrates 
is ſo eſſential to the character of a chriſtian; 


that without it he cannot be diſpoſed to 
perform thoſe good works, that are nec 


for the welfare of mankind; if the deſpiſers of * 


government are thoſe preſumptuous, ſelf. wil- 
led ſinners, who are referv'd to the judgment 
of the great day; it is certainly a matter of 
the utmoſt importance to us all, to be thorough- 
ly acquainted with the nature and extent of 
our duty, that we may yield the obedience 


requir*d ; for it it is impoſſible that we ſhould 
properly diſcharge a duty when we are ſtran- 


gers to the nature and extent of it. 


Is 


L 

Is order therefore, that we may form a riglit 
judgment of the duty enjoin'd in our text, I 
Hall conſider the nature and deſign of civil 
government, and ſhall ſhew, that the ſame 
principles which oblige us to ſubmit to govern- 
ment, do equally oblige us to reſiſt tyranny ; 
or that tyranny and magiſtracy are ſo oppo- 
lite to each other, that where the one begins; 
the other ends. I ſhall then apply the preſent 
cliſcourſe to the grand controverſy, that at this 
day ſubſiſts between Great-Britain and the 
American colonies, 29985177. | 


Tur ve may underſtand -the nature and 
deſigu of civil government, and diſcover the 
foundation of the magiſtrates authority to com- 
mand, and the duty of ſubjects to obey, it is 
Yeceſſary to derive civil government from its 
original; in order to which we muſt conſider 
what “ ſtate all men are naturally in, and that 
« is as (Mr. Lock obſerves) a ſtate of perfect 
« freedom, to order all their actions, and diſ- 
s poſe, vf their poſſeſſions, and perſons as they 
& think fit, within the bounds of the law of 
* nature, without aſking leave, or depending 
upon the will of any man”. It is a ſtate 
wherein all are equal, no one having a right to 
controul another, or oppoſe him in what lie 
does, unleſs it be in his own defence, or in 
the defence of thoſe that being injured ſtand 
in heed of his Afliſtance. | | 


Hap men perſevered in aſtate of moral recti 
tude, every one would have been diſpoſed to 
itt; 9 follow 
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follow the law of nature, and purſue the gene- 
ral good; in ſuch a ſtate, the wiſeſt and moſt 
experienced would undoubtedly be choſen to 
guide and direct thoſe of leſs wiſdom and 
experience than themſelves; there being no- 
thing elſe that could afford the leaſt ſhew or 
appearance of any one's having the ſuperiority 
or precedency over another; for the dictates of 
conſcience, and the precepts of natural law be- 
ing uniformly and regularly obey'd, men would 
only need to be informed what things were 
mott fit and prudent to be done in thoſe caſes, 
where their inexperience, or want of acquain- 
tance, left their minds in doubt what was the 
vwiſeſt and moſt regular method for them to 
purſue. - In fach caſes it would be neceffary 
for them to adviſe with thoſe, who were wiſer 
and more experienced than themſelves. But 
theſe adviſers could claim no authority to com- 
pel, or to uſe any forcible meaſures to oblige 
any one to comply with their direction, or ad- 
vice; there could be no occaſion for che exer- 
tion of ſuch a power; for every man being 
under the government of right reaſon, would 
immediately feel himſelf conſtrainꝰd to comply 
with every thing that appeared reaſonable or 
fit to be done, or that would any way tend to 
promote the general good. This would have 
been the happy ſtate of mankind, had they 
cloſely adhered to the law of nature, and per- 
ſevered in their primitive ſtate. 


Tus we ſee, that a ſtate of nature, tho? it 
be. a ſtate of perfect freedom, yet it is very far 
from 
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from a ſtate of licenciouſneſs; the law of na- 
ture gives men no right to do any thing that 
is immoral, or contrary to the will of Gop, 
and injurious to their fellow creatures; for a 
ſtate of nature is properly a ſtate of law and 
government, even a government founded up- 
on the unchangeable nature of the Deity, and 
a law reſulting from the eternal fitneſs of things; 
ſooner ſhall heaven and earth paſs away, and 
the whole frame of nature be diſſolved, than 
any part, even the ſmalleſt iota of this law ſhall 
ever be abrogated ; it is unchangeable as the Dei- 
ty himſelf, heing a tranſcript of his moral perfec- 
tions. A reyelation pretending to be from Gop, 
that contradicts any part of natural law, ought 
immediately to be rejected. as an impoſture; 
for the Deity cannot make a law contrary to 
the law of nature, without acting contrary to 
himſelf. A thing in the ſtricteſt ſenſe impoſſi- 
ble, for that which implies a contradiction 1s 


not an object of the divine power, Had this 
ſubject been properly aticnfed to and under- 
ſtood, the world had remained free trom a mul- 
titude of abſur'd and pernicious principles, 


which have been induſtriouſly prapagated by 
artful and deſigning men, boch in politicks and 
divinity. The doctrine ot non-reliſtance, and 
unlimited paſſive obedience to the worlt of ty- 
rants, could never have found credit among 
mankind, had the voice of reaſon been hearken- 
ed to for a guide, becauſe ſuch a doctrine 
would immediately have been diſcerned to be 


cqntrary to natural law, 
1 


k 3 
xa ſtate of nature we have a right to make 
the perſons that have injured us, repair the da- 
mages that they have done us; and it is juſt in 
us to inflict ſuch puniſhment upon them, as 
ape neceſſary to reſtrain them from doing the 
like for the future: The whole end and deſign 
of puniſhigg being either to reclaim the indivi- 
dual puniſhed, or to deter others from being 
guilty of ſimilar crimes: Whenever puniſh- 
ment exceeds theſe bounds, it becomes cruelty 
and revenge, and directly contrary to the law 
of nature. Our wants and neceflities being 
ſuch, as to render it impoſſible in moſt caſes to 
enjoy life in any tolerable degree, without en- 
tering into ſociety, and there being innumera- 
ble caſes, wherein we need the aſſiſtance of 
others, which if not afforded, we ſhould very 
ſoon periſh ; hence the law of nature requires, 
that we ſhould endeavour to help one another, 
to the utmoſt of our power in all cafes, where 
our aſſiſtance is neceſſary. It is our duty to 
endeavour always ta promote the general 
good; to do to all, as we would be willing to 
be done by, were we in their circumſtances, ta 
do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
| detdre Gov. Theſe are ſome of the laws of 
nature, which every man in the world is bound 
to obſerve, and which whoever violates, expo- 
tes himſelf to the reſentment of mankind, the 
laſhes of his own conſcience, and the judg- 
ment of heaven. This plainly ſhews, that the 
higheſt Rate of liberty ſubjects us to the#law of 
nature, and the government of Gop. The 
molt perfect froedom couſiſts in obeying the 
n diddates 
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dictates of right reaſon, and ſubmitting to na- 
tural law, When a man goes beyond, or con- 


trary to the law of nature and reaſon, he be- 


comes the ſlave of baſe paſſions, and vile luſts, 
he introduces confuſion and diſorder into foct- 
ety, and brings miſery and deſtruction upon 
himſelf. This therefore cannot be called a ſtate 
of freedom, but a ſtate of the vileſt ſlavery, 


and the moſt dreadful bondage : The ſervants 


of fin and corruption are ſubjected to the worſt 


kind of tyranny in the univerſe. Henee 


we conclude, that where licenciouſneſs begins, 
liberty ends. | 1 


Tut law of nature is a perfect ſtandard and 
meaſure of action for beings that perſevere in 
a ſtate of moral rectitude. But the caſe is far 
different with us, who are in a fallen and dege- 


nerate eſtate. We have a law in qur members, 


which is continually warring againſt the law 
of the mind; by which we often become en- 


ſlaved to the baſeſt luſts, and are brought into 
bondage to the vileſt paſſions. The ſtrong 


propenſities of our animal nature often over- 


come the ſober dictates of reaſon and conſci- 


ence, and betray us into actions injurious to 
the public, and deſtructive of the ſafety and hap- 


pineſs of ſociety. Men of unbridled luſts, were 
they not reſtrain'd by the power of the civil 
magiſtrate, would ſpread horror and deſolation 


all around them. This makes it abſolutely ne- 
cellary, that ſocieties ſhould form themſelves 
into politick bodies, that they may enact laws 


for the public ſafety, and appoint particular 


penalties 
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enalties for the violation of their laws, and 
inveſt a ſuitable number of perſons with autho- 
rity to put in execution and enforce the laws 
of the ſtate; in order that wicked men may be 
reſtrained from doing miſchief to their fellow 
creatures, that the injured may have their 
rights reſtored to them, that the virtuous may 
be encouraged in doing good; and that every 
member of ſociety may be protected and ſecu- 
red in the peaceable, quiet poſſeſſion and enjoy- 
ment of all thoſe liberties and priviledges, Which 


the Deity has beſtowed upon him, i. e. that he 


may ſafely enjoy, and purſue whatever he 
chooſes, that is conſiſtent with the publick 


good. This ſhews that the end and deſign of 
civil government, cannot be to deprive men of 


their liberty, or take away their freedom; but 


on the contrary the true deſign of civil govern- 
ment is to protect men in the enjoyment of 


liberty. 


From hence it follows, that tyranny and ar- 
bitrary power are utterly inconſiſtent with, and 


ſubverſiye of the very end and deſign of civil 
government, and directly contrary to natural 


aw, which is the true foundation of civil go- 


vernment and all politick law : Conſequently 


the authority of a tyrant is of itſelf null and 
void ; for as no man can have a right to act 
contrary. to the law of nature, it is impoſſible 


that any individual, or even the greateſt num- 
ber of men, can confer a right upon another, 
of which they themſelves are not poſſeſſed, i. e. 
no body of men can juſtly and lawfully autho- 
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rize any perſon to tyrannize over, and enſlave 
his fellow 5 7 do any thing con- 

to equity and goodneſs. As magiſtrates 
N no Aacherdey, 3 1 they derive 9 
the people, whenever they act contrary to the 
public wood; and purſue meaſures deſtructive 
of the peace and ſafety of the community, they 
forfeit their right to govern the people. Civil 
rulers and magiſtrates are properly of human 
creation ; they are ſet up by the people to be 
the guardians of their rights, and to ſecure 
their perſons from being injured, or oppreſſed ; 
the ſafety of the publick being the ſupreme law 
of the Nate, by which the magiſtrates are to be 
governed, and which they are to conſult upon 
all occaſions. The modes of adminiſtration 
may be yery different, and the forms of govern- 
ment may vary from each other in different 
ages and nations; but under every form, the 
end of civil government is the fame and can- 
not vary : It is like the laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, it altereth not. 


Tuoven magiſtrates are to conſider them- 
ſelves as the ſervants of the people, ſeeing from 
them it is, that they derive their power and 
authority; yet they may alſo be conſidered as 
the miniſters of Gop ordain'd by him for the 
good of mankind: For under him as the fu- 
preme magiſtrate of the univerſe they are to 
act; and it is Gop who has not only declared in 
his word, what are the neceſſary qualifications 
of a ruler, but who alſo raiſes up and qualifies 
men for ſuch an important ſtation. The ma- 

| giſtrate 


8 E 16 J 


* giſtrate may alſo in a more ſtrict and propet i 

enſe, be ſaid to be ordained of Gop, becauſe 7 
reaſon, which is the voice of Gop plainly re- x 
quires ſuch an order of men to be appointed 
for the public good ; now whatever right rea- 
{on requires as neceſſary to be done, is as much 
the will and Jaw of Gop, as tho' it were en- 
join'd us by an immediate revelation from hea- 
ven, or commanded in the ſacred ſcriptures. 


From this account of the origin, nature and 
deſign of civil government, we may be very 
calily led mto a thorough knowledge of our 
duty; we may ſee the reaſon, why we are 
bound to obey magiſtrates, viz. becauſe they 
are the miniſters of God for good unto the peo- 
ple. While therefore they rule in the tear of 
Gop, and while they promote. the welfare of 
the ftate, i. e. while they act in the character of 
* N it is the indiſpenſible duty of all 
to ſubmit to them, and to oppoſe a turbulent, 
factious and libertine ſpirit, whenever and wher- 
ever it diſcovers itſelf. When a people have 
by their free conſent confer'd upon a number 
of men, a power to rule and. govern them, they 
are bound to obey them : Hence diſobedience 
becomes a breach of faith, it is violating a con- 
ſtitution of their own appointing, and breaking 
a compact for which they ought to have the 
moſt ſacred regard: Such a conduct diſcoyers 10 
baſe and diſengenuous a temper of mind, that 
it muſt expoſe them to contempt in the judg- 
ment of all the ſober thinking part of mankind. 
Subjects are bound to obey lawful magiſtrates 


by 


b 1 


by every tender tie of human nature, which 
diſpoſes us to conſult the public good, and to 
ſeek the good of our brethren, our wives, our 
children, our friends and acquaintance; for he 
that oppoſes lawful authority, does really op- 
poſe the ſafety and happineſs of his fellow crea- 
tures. A factious, ſeditious perſon, that oppo- 
ſes good government, is a monſter in nature, 
for he is an enemy to his own ſpecies, and deſ- 
titute of the ſentiments of humanity. 


+ SUBJECTS are alſo bound to obey magiſtrates 
for conſcience ſake, out ot regard to the divine 
authority, and out of obedience to thecwill of 
Gop : For if magiſtrates are the miniſters of 
God, we cannot diſobey them without being 
diſobedient to the law of Gop; and this extends 
to all men in authority, from the higheſt ruler 
to the loweſt 5 the ſtate. To oppoſe 
them when in the exerciſe of lawful authority, 
is an act of diſobedience to the Deity, and as 
ſuch will be puniſhed by him, it will doubt- 
lefs be readily granted by every honeſt man, 
that we ought chearfully to ohey the magiſtrate 
and ſubmit to all ſuch regulations of govern- 
ment, as tend to promote the publick good; 
but as this general definition may be liable to 
be miſconſtrued, and every man may think 
himſelf at liberty to diſregard any laws that 
do not ſuit his intereſt, humor, or fancy; .I 
would obſerve; that in a multitude of caſes, 
many of us, for want of being properly acquain- 
ted with affairs of ſtate, may be very improper 
judges of particular 9 whether they are juſt 
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or not: In ſuch caſes it becomes us, as good 
members of ſociety, peaceably and conſcienti- 
oully to ſubmit, tho* we cannot ſee the reaſon- 
ableneſs of every law to which we ſubmit ; 
and that for this plain reaſon, that if any number 
of men ſhould take it upon them to oppoſe autho- 
rity for acts, which may be really neceſſary for 
the public ſafety, only becauſe they do not ſee 
the reaſonableneſs of them, the direct conſe- 
quence will be introducing confuſion and anar- 
chy into the ſtate. 


Ir is alſo neceſſary, that the minor part 
ſhould ſubmit to the major; e. g. when legiſla- 
tors have enacted a ſet of laws, which are high- 
ly approved by a large majority of the commu- 
nity, as tending to promote the publick good, 
in this caſe, if a ſmall number of perſons are fo 
unhappy as to view the matter in a very diffe- 
rent point of light from the public, tho? they 
have an undoubted right to ſhew the reaſons 
of their diſſent from the judgment of the pub- 
lick, and may lawfully uſe all proper argu- 

ments to convince the publick of what they 
judge to be an error, yet if they fail in their 
attempt, and the majority ſtill continue to ap- 
prove of the laws that are enacted, it is the 
duty of thoſe few that diſſent, peaceably and 
for conſcience fake to ſubmit to the publick 
judgment ; unleſs ſomething is required of 
them which they judge would be ſinful for 
them to comply with; for in that caſe they 
. ought to obey the dictates of their own con- 
ſciences, rather than any human authority 
| whatever, 
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1 whatever. Perhaps alſo ſome caſes of into- 
08 lerable oppreſſion, where compliance would 
bo bring on inevitable ruin and deſtruction, may 
; juſtly warrant the few to refuſe ſubmiffion to 
r what they judge inconſiſtent with their peace 
3 and ſafety; for the law of ſelf- preſervation will 
T always juſtify oppoling a cruel and tyrannical 
e impoſition, except where oppoſition is attended 1 
* with greater evils than ſubmiſſion, which 1s i 
r. frequently the caſe where a few are oppreſſed | 


by a large and powerful majority. * Except 
the above-named caſes, the minor ought always 


rt to ſubmit to the major ; otherwiſethere can be 
8. no peace nor harmony in ſociety. And beſides, 
h- it is the major part of a community that have 
a. the ſole right of eſtabliſhing a conſtitution, and 
d, authorizing magiſtrates ; and conſequenly it is 
fb only the major part of the community that can 
le. claim the right of altering the conſtitution, and 
ey diſplacing the magiſtrates; for certainly com- 
12 mon ſeaſe will tell us, that it requires as great 
b- an authority to ſet aſide a conſtitution, 
. as there was at firſt to eſtabliſh it. The col- 
ey lective body, not a few individuals, ought to 
eir conſtitute the ſupreme authority of the ſtate. 
p- | = 
he | | Tas 
nd 8 Ls 
3. | ® This ſhews the reaſon, why the prim'tive chriſtians did not 
IC oppoſe the etuel peiſecuti ns, that were in fl. Red upon them 
of by the heathen magiſtrates : They were few compared with 
for the heathen world ; and for them to have attempted to refit 
their enemies by force, weuld have been like a ſmall parcel of 
ey ſh:ep at oa to oppoſe a large number of ravening 
on- | wolves and ſavage beaſts of prey ; It would without a mira- 
9 cle have brought upon them inevitable ivin and deſtrudtion 
ity Hence the wiſe and prudent advice of our Saviour to them is 


er. . whea they perſecuie you in this city, tl e Je te ang tber. 
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Tur only difficulty remaining is to deter: 
mine, when a people may claim a right of for- 
ming themſelves into a body politick, and may 
aflume the powers of legiſlation. In order ta 
determine this point, we are to remember, that 
all men being by nature equal, all the members 
of a community have a natural right to aſſem- 
ble themſelves together, and to act and vote for 


ſuch regulations, as they judge are neceſſary for 
the good of the whole. But when 2 commu- 


nity 1s become very numerous, it is very diffi- 
cult, and in many caſes impoſſible for all to 
meet together to regulate the affairs of the 
Nate : Hence comes the neceſſity of 8 


delegates to . ns the people in a genera 
this ought to be look d upon 


as a ſacred and unalicnable right, of which a 
people cannot juſtly diveſt themſelves, and 


which no human authority can in equity ever 


take from them, viz. that no one be obliged to 
fubmit to any law, except ſuch as are made 
either by himſelf, or by his repreſentative. 


IF repreſentation and legiſlation are inſepera- wa 


bly connected, it follows, that when great num- 


bers have emigrated into a foreign land, and 


are ſo far removed from the parent ſtate, that 


they neither are or can be properly repreſented 
by the government from whic they have emi- 

rated, that then nature itſelt points out the 
neceſſity of. their aſſuming to themſelves the 


powers of legiſlation, and they have a right to 


conſider themſelves as a ſeperate ſtate from 
the other, and as ſuch to form themſelves into 


A body politicck. | bp 


; E 


In the next place, 


Wu Nx a people find themſelves cruelly op- 
preſſed by the parent ſtate, they have an un- 
doubted right to throw of the yoke, and to 
afſert their liberty, if they find good reaſon to 
judge that they naveſufficient power and ſtrength 
to maintain their ground in defending their 
juſt rights againſt their oppreſſors: For in this 
caſe by the law of ſelf preſervation, which 13 
the firſt law of nature, they have not only an 
undoubted right, but it is their indiſpenſible 
duty, if they cannot be redreſſed any other way, 
to renounte all ſubmiſſion to the government 
that has opprelled them, and ſet up an inde- 
3 ſtate of their own ; even tho' they may 

e valtly inferior in number to the ſtate that 
has oppreſs'd them. When either of the afore. 
11d caſes takes place, and more eſpecially when 
both concur, no rational man (I imagine,) can 
have any doubt in his own mind, whether ſuch 
a people have a right to form, themſelves into 
a body politick, and aſſume to themſelves all 
the powers of a free ſtate. For can it be rati- 
bonal to ftippole, that a peopleſhould be ſubjected 
to the tyranny of a ſet of men, who are per- 
fect ſtrangers to them, and cannot be ſuppoſed 
to have that fellow feeling for them, that we 
generally' have for thoſe with 'whom we are 
connected and acquainted ; and belides, thro? 
their unacquaintedneſs with the circumſtances 
of the people over whom they. claim the right 
of juriſdiction, are utterly unable to judge in 2a 
multitude of cafes, what is belt for them. : 
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Ir becomes me not to ſay, what particular 
form of government beſt for a community, 
whether a pure democracy, ariſtocracy, monar- 
chy, or a mixture of all the three ſimple forms, 
They all have their advantages & diſadvantages ; 
and when they are properly adminiſtred, may 
any of them anſwer the deſign of civil govern- 
ment tolerably well. Permit me however to 
fay, that an unlimited abſolute monarchy, and 
and an ariſtocracy not ſubject to the controul 
of the people, are two of the moſt exception - 
able forms of government. 


iſt. B. cavss in neither of them is there a 
proper repreſentation ot the people, and, 


2dly. Bx ca us each of them being entirely 
independent of the people, they are very apt to 
degenerate into tyranny. However, in this 
imperfect ſtate, we cannot expect to have go- 
vernment formed upon ſuch a baſis, but that it 
may be perverted by bad men to evil purpoſes. 
A wiſe and good man would be very loth to 
undermine a conſtitution, that was once fixed 
and eſtabliſhed, altho* he might diſcover ma- 
ny imperfections in it; and nothing ſhort of 
the moſt urgent neceſſity would ever induce 
him to conſent to it; becauſe the unhinging 
a a people from a form of , goverment to which 
they had been long accuſtomed; might throw 
them into ſuch a fate of anarchy and confuſi- 
on as might terminate in their deſtruction, or 
erhaps in the end ſubject them to the worſt 
2 of tyranny. | | 
| HavING 
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Having thus ſhewn the nature, end and 
deſign of civil government, and pointed out the 
reaſons, why ſubjects are bound to obey ma- 
giſtrates, viz. becauſe in ſo doing, they both 
conſult their own happineſs as individuals, and 
alſo promote the public good, and the ſafety of 
the ſtate : | I proceed, 

In the next place to ſhew, That the ſame prin- 
ciples that oblige us to ſubmit to civil govern- 
ment, do alſo equally oblige us, where we have 
power and ability, to reſiſt and oppoſe tyranny; 
and that where tyranny begins, government 
ends. For if magiſtrates have no authority 
but what they derive from the people, if they 
are properly of human creation; if the whole 
end and deſign of their inſtitution is to pro- 
mote the general good, and to fecure to men 
their juſt rights, it will follow, that when they 
act contrary to the end and deſign of their 
creation, they ceaſe being magiſtrates, and the 
people, which gave them their authority, have 
a right to take 1t from them again. This is 2 
very plain dictate of common tenſe, which uni- 
verſally obtains in ail ſimilar caſes : for who is 
there, that having employ'd a number of men 
to do a particular piece of work for him, but 
what would judge that he had a right to di- 
miſs them from his ſervice, when he found, 
that they went directly contrary to his orders; 
and that inſtead of accompliſhing the buſineſ 
he had ſet them about, they would infallibly 
ruin and deſtroy it. If then men in the com- 
mon affairs of life always judge, that they have 
a right to diſmiis from their ſcrvice ſuch per- 

| {on, 
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ſons as counteract their plans and deſigns, tho? 
the damage will affect only a few individuals, 
much more mult the body politick have a right 
to depoſe any perions, tho' appointed to the 


higheſt place of power and authority, when 


they find, that they are unfaithful to the truſt 
repoſed in them, and that inſtead of conſulting 
the general good, they are diſturbing the peace 


of ſociety by making laws cruel and oppreſſive, 


and by depriving the ſubjects of their juſt rights 
and privileges. Whoever pretends to deny 
this propoſition, muſt give up all pretence of 
being maſter of that common ſenſe and reaſon 
by which the Deity has diſtinguiſhed us from 
the brutal herd. | 


As our duty of obedience to the magiſtrate 


is founded upon our obligation to promote the 
general good, our readineſs to obey lawful au- 
thority will always ariſe in proportion to the 


love and regard that we have for the welfare 
of the publick ; and the ſame love and regard 


for the publick will inſpire us with as ſtrong a 


zeal to oppoſe tyranny, as we have to obey 


magiſtracy. Our obligation to promote the 


publick good extends as much to the oppoſing 
every exertion of arbitrary power, that is in- 


jurious to the State, as it does to the ſubmitting 


to good and wholeſome laws. No man therefore 
can be a good member of the community, that 
is not as zealous to oppoſe tyranny, as he is ready 
to obey magiſtracy. A ſlaviſh ſubmiſſion to ty- 
rany is a proof of a very ſordid and baſe mind: 
Such a perſon cannot be under the ION 
0 


4 1 
of any generous human ſentiments, nor have 
2 tender regard for mankind. 


. FuxTHeR, if magiſtrates are no farther mini- 
Rers of Gov, than they promote the general 
good of the community, then obedience to 
them neither is, nor can be unlimited ; for it 
would imply a groſs abſurdity to affert, that, 
when magiſtrates are ordained by the people 
ſolely for the purpoſe of being beneficial to the 
ſtate, they mult be obeyed, when they are ſcek- 
ing to ruin and deſtroy it. This would im- 
ply, that men were bound to act againſt the 
eat law of ſelf. preſervation, and to contri- 
bute their afliſtanc- to their own ruin and de- 
ſtruction, in order that they may pleaſe and 
gratify the greateſt moniters in nature, who are 
violating the laws of Gop, and deſtroying the 
rights of mankind. Ualimited ſubmiſſion and 
obedience is due to none but Gop alone: He 
has an abſolute right to command: He alone 
has an uncontroulable ſovereignty over us, be- 
tauſe he alone is unchangeably good: He ne- 
ver will, nor can require of us conſiſtent with 
his nature and attributes, any thing that is 
not fit and reaſonable; his commands are all 
juſt and good: And to ſuppoſe that he has gi- 
ven to any particular ſet of men à power td 
require obedience to that, which is unreaſon- 
able, cruel and unjuſt, is robbing the Deity of 
his juſtice and goodneſs, in which conſiſts the 
| pars glory of the divine character; arid at 
repreſenting him, under the horrid character 
of > tyrant. 7 ; 
| = | 15 
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Ir magiſtrates are miniſters of Gop only 
becauſe the law of Gop and reaſon points out 
the neceſſity of ſuch an inſtitution for the good 
of mankind ; it follows that whenever they 
perſue meaſures directly deſtructive of the pub- 
lick good, they ceaſe being Gop's miniſters ; 
they forfeit their right to obedience from the 
ſubject, they become the peſts of ſociety ; and 
the community is under the ſtrongeſt obligati- 
on of duty both to Gop and to its own mem- 
bers to reſiſt and oppoſe them, which will be 
fo far from reſiſting the ordinance of Gop, that 
it will be ſtrictly obeying his commands. To 
ſuppole otherwiſe, will imply, that the Deity 
requires of us an obedience, that is ſelf-contra- 
dictory and abſurd, and that one part of his 
law is directly contrary to the other,1. e. while 
he commands us to perſue virtue, and the ge- 
neral good, he does at the ſame time require us 
to perſecute virtue, and betraythe general good 
by enjoyning us obedience to the wicked com- 
mands of tyrannical oppreſſors. Can any one 
not loſt to the principles of humanity under- 
take to defend ſuch abſurd ſentiments as thele ? 
As the public ſafety is the firſt and grand law 
of ſociety, ſo no community can have-a right 
to inveſt the magiſtrate with any power, or 
authority that will enable him to act againſt 
the welfare of the ſtate, and the good of the 
whole. If meu have at any time wickedly, and 
fooliſhly given up their juſt rights into the 
| *nds of the magiſtrate, ſuch acts are null and 
vor 1 of courſe ; to ſuppoſe otherwiſe will im- 
ply, hat we have a right to inveſt the magiſ- 
trate 
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trate with a power to act contrary to the low 
of God, which is as much as to ſay, that we 
are not the ſubjects of divine law and govern- 
ment. What has been ſaid, is (I apprehend) 
abundantly ſufficient to ſhew that tyrants are 
No magiſtrates, or that when ever magiſtrates 
abuſe their power and authority, to the ſub- 
verting the publick happineſs, their authority 
immediately ceaſes, and that it not only be- 
comes lawtul, but an indiſpenſable duty to op- 
poſe them: That the principle of ſelf- preſerva- 
tion, the affection, and duty, that we owe to 
our country, and the obedience we owe the 
Deity, do all require us to oppoſe tyranny. 


Ir it be aſked, who are the proper judges to 


determine, when rulers are guilty of tyranny 


and oppreſſion? I anſwer, the publick ; not a 
few dilaffeted individuals, but the collective 
body of the ſtate muſt decide this queſtion, 
for as it is the colle ive body that inveſts ru- 
lers with their power and authority, ſo it is 
the collective body that has the ſole right of 
judging, whether rulers act up to the end of 
their inſtitution or not. Great regard ought, 
always to, be paid to the judgment of the pub- 
lick. It is true the publick may be impoſed 
upon by a miſrepreſentation of facts; but this 
may be ſaid of the publick, which can't always 
be ſaid of individuals, viz. that the publick 1s 
always willing to be rightly informed, and 
when it has proper matter of conviction laid 
vefore it, it's Jud gment is always right. 
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Tuts account of the nature and deſign of 
civil government, which is ſo clearly ſuggeſt- 


ed to us by the plain principles of common 
ſenſe and reaſon, is abundantly confirmed by 


the ſacred ſcriptures, even by thoſe very texts, 


which have been brought by men of laviſh 
principles to eſtabliſh the abſurd doctrine, of 
unlimited paſſive obedience, and non-refiſtance 
As will abundantly appear, by examining the 


two moſt noted texts, that are commonly bro't 


to ſupport the ſtrange doctrine of paſſive obe- 
dience. The firſt that I ſhall cite, is in 1 Pet. 
2d c. yer. 13, 14. Submit yourſelves to every 
ordinance of man, or rather as the words ought to 
be rendered from the Greek, ſubmit yourſelves to eve- 
ry human creation, or human conſtitution for the 
Lord s ſake, whether it be to the king as ſupreme, 


or unto governors, as untsthem, that are ſent by him 


for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe 
of lg 2 do YO Here we fee, that « 
apoſtle aſſerts, that magiſtracy is of human cre- 
ation or appointment, that is, that magiſtrates 
have no power or authority, but what they 
derive from the people ; that this power they 
are to exert for the puniſhment of evil doers, 
and for the praiſe of them that do well, i. e. 
the end and deſign of the appointment of ma- 
giſtrates, is to reſtrain wicked men by proper 
penalties from injuring ſociety, and to encous 
rage and honor the virtuous and obedient. Up- 
n this account, chriſtians are to ſubmit to them 
for the Lord's ſake, which is, as if he had ſaid; 


tho“ magiitrates are of mere human appoint- 


ment, and can claim no power, or authority, 


put 
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but what they derive from the people, yet 28 
they are ordained by men to promote the ge- 
neral good by punifhing evil doers, and by re- 
warding and encouraging the virtuous and 
obedient, you ought to ſubmit to them out of 
a ſacred regard to the divine authority ; for 
as they in the faithful diſcharge of their office 
do fulfil the will of Gov, ſo ye by ſubmitting 
to them do fulfil the divine command. If the 
only reaſon aſſign'd by the apoſtle, why ma- 
giſtrates ſhould be obey'd out of a regard to 
the divine authority, is becauſe they puniſh the 
wicked and encourage the good : It follows, 
that when they puniſh the virtuous, and en- 
courage the vicious, we have a right to refuſe 
yielding any ſubmiſſion or obedience to them; 
1. e. whenever they act contrary. to the end 
and deſign of their inſtitution, they forfeit, 
their authority to govern the people ; and the 
reaſon for ſubmitting to them out of regard to 
the divine authority immediately ceaſes; and 
they being only of human appointment, the 
authority which the people gave them, the 
publick have a right to take from them, and 
to confer it upon thoſe who are more worthy. 
80 far is this text from favouring arbitrary 
principles, that there is nothing in it, but 
what is conſiſtent with, and favourable to the 
higheſt liberty, that any man can wiſh to enjoy; 
for this text requires us to ſubmit to the ma- 
giſtrate no farther than he is the encourager 
and protector of virtue, and the puniſher of 
vice; and this is conſiſtent with all that liber - 
ty which the Deity has beſtowed upon 7 
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Ta other text which I ſhall mention, and 
which has been made ule of, by. the favourers 
of arbitrary government, as their great ſheet 
anchor and main ſupport, is in Rom. 13th the 
firſt ſix verſes. I et every ſoul be ſubject to the 
Dig her pauers; for there is no power but of GOD : 
The powers that be are ordain d of GOD. Who- 
ſcever therefore  refiteth the power, ręſiſteth the or- 
dinance of GOD ; and they that refit ſhall re- 
cerve to themſelues damnation :- For rulers are not 
a terror to good | works but to the evil. Wilt thou 
* then not be afraid of the power © Do that which 
1 is good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame, 
For be is the miniſter of GOD to thee, for good, 
But if thou do that which is evil be afraid, for he 
bearcth not the favord in vain, for he is the mini- 
feer of GOD, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him, that dith evil. Wherefore ye muſt needs be 
Suvgect net only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
ate. For, for this cauſe pay you tribute alſo ; for 
they are God's miniſters attending continually upon 
this very thing. A very little attention (1 ap- 
| Prchend) will be ſufficient. to ſhew, that this 
text is ſo far from favouring arbitrary govern- 
| ment, that on the contrary, it ſtrongly holds 
. forth the principles of true liberty. Subjecti- 
| on to the higher powers is enjoined by the 
= | apoſtle, hecauſe there is no power but of Gop; 
| | the powers that be are ordained of GoD. con- 
ſequently, to reſiſt the power is to reſiſt the 
ordinance of Gop : And he repeatedly declares 
| that the ruler is the miniſter of Gop. Now 
| before we can ſay, whether this text makes 

| for, or againſt the doctrine of unlimited paſſive 
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obedience, we muſt find out in what ſenſe 
the apoſtle affirms, that rnagiſtracy is the ordi- 
nance of Gop, and what he intends when he 
calls the ruler the miniſter of God. 


I can think but of three poſlible ſenſes, 
in which magiſtracy can with any propriety be 
called God's ordinance, or in which rulers can 
be ſaid to be ordained of God as his miniſters. 
The firſt is a plain declaration from. the word 
of Gop, that ſuch an one, and his deſcendants 
are, and ſhall be the only true and lawful mas 
emit ; thus we find in ſcripture, the king. 

dom of Judah to be ſettled by divine appoint« 
ment in the family of David. or, 

2dly, By an immediate commiſſion. fromd 
Gov, ordering and appointing ſuch an one by 
name to be the ruler over the people; thus Saul 
and David were- immediately appointed by 
Gov to be kings over r Ifrael. Or, f 


zaly, Mac18TRACY 1 may be called the ordi- 
nance of God ; and rulers may be called the 
miniſters of Gov; becauſe the nature and rea- 
ſon of things, which is the law: of God re. 
quires ſuch an inſtitution for the preſervation 
and fafety of civil ſociety. In the two firſt 
ſenſes, the apoſtle cannot be ſuppoſed to affirm; 
that magiſtracy is God's ordinance, for neither 
he, nor any ot the facred writers bave entailed 
the magiſtracy to any one particular family un- 


der the goſpel diſpenſation. Neither does'he; 
nor any of the inſpired writers give us the 


leaſt hint, that any perſon ſhould ever be im. 
ee oits 14 len alacnedideply 


1 32 1 
mediately commiſſioned from Gop to bear rule 
over the people: The third ſenſe then is the 


only ſenſe, in which the apoſtle can be ſuppo- 
ſed to aſſirm, that the magiſtrate is the miniſter 


of Gop, and that magiſtracy is the ordinance 


of Gon, viz. that the nature and reaſon of 
things, require ſuch an inſtitution for the pre- 
ſervation and fafety of mankind. Now if this 
be the only ſenſe in which the apoſtle affirms, 
that magiſtrates are ordained of Gop as his 
miniſters, reſiſtance muſt be criminal only fo 
far forth; as they are the miniſters of God, i.e. 
while they act up to the end of their inſtituti- 
on, and ceaſes being criminal, when they ceaſe 
being the miniſters of God, 1. e. when they act 
contrary to the general good, and ſeek to de-. 
Kroy the liberties of the people. 


Tua we have gotten the apoſtle's ſenſe of 


-magiſtracy, being the ordinance of Gop, will 


Planly appear from the text itſelf : For after 
ving afferted, that to rehſt the power is to 


reſiſt the ordinance of Gop, and they that 


reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation 3 
he immediately adds, as the reaſon of this aſ. 
ſertion, For rulers are not a terror to good tworks, 
Sut to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 

r © Do that <wwhich in good, and thou ſhalt 
have praiſe of the ſame : For he 1s the miniſter of 
GOD o thee for good. But rf thou do that which 
it evil be afraid ; for he beareth not the ſtword in 
vain : For he is the miniſter of GOD, -a revenger 
fo execute wrath upon bim that dot h evil. Here is 
2 plain declaration of the ſenſe, in which he aſ- 
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bern that the authority of the magiſtrate Js 

rdained of Go, viz. becauſe rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to the evil, there- 
fore we ought to dread "offending them, for 
we cannot offend them but by doing evil, and 
if we do evil, we have juſt reaſon to fear their 
power; for they hear not the ſword in vain, 
but in this caſe, the magiſtrate is a fevenger 
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil: But 
if we are found dders'of that which is good, 
we have no reaſon to fear the authority of the 
magiſtrate, for in this caſe, inſtead of being 
puniſhed we ' ſhall be protected and encoura- 
'ged : The reaſon why” the magiſtrate is called 
the miniſter of Goꝝ, is, becauſe he is to protect, 
encourage and honor them that do well, and 
to puniſh them that do evil; therefore it is 
dur duty to ſubmit” to them, not merely for 
fear ot being puniſſied by them, but out of 
regard to the divine authority, under which 
they are deputed to execute jutlgment, and to 
do juſtice. + For this reaſon - (according to the 
apoſtle) tribute is to be paid them, ' becauſe as 
the miniſters of Gop their wliole buſineſs is to 
protect every man in the enjoyment of his juſt 
rights and n 2 and 0 Puniſh my 
evil doer 0 | 


Is the apoſtle the afferts, that rulers are or. 
dain'd of Gos, only becauſe they are a terror 
t6 evil works, and a praiſe to them that do 
well, if they are miniſters of God on!y becauſe 
they encoura ” virtue and puniſh vice; it for 

—_ are to be obey'd for con. 
ſcience 
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ſcience ſake ; if the ſole reaſon, why they have 
a right to tribute is becauſe they devote 9 hi 
ſelves wholly to the buſineſs of ſecuring to 
men their juſt rights, and to the punidhing « of 
evil doers ; it follows by undeniable conſe- 
quence, that when they become the peſts of hu- 
man ſociety; ; when they promote and encou- 
rage evil doers, and become a terror to good 
works, they then ceaſe being the ordinance of 
God; they are no longer rulers, nor miniſters 
of Gov ; they are ſo far from being the pow- 
ers that are ordain'd of Gop, that they become 
the miniſters of the powers of darkneſs : And 
it is ſo far from being a crime to reſiſt them, 
that in many caſes it may be highly criminal 
in the ſight of heaven to refuſe reſiſting and 
oppoling them to the utmoſt of our power ; or 
in other words, that the ſame reaſons, that re- 
quire us to obey the ordinance of Gop, do 
equally oblige us, when we have power and 
opportunity, to 5 and reſiſt the ordinance 
of ſatan. es 


\. Hence we ſee; that the apoſtle Paul inſtead 
of being a friend to tyranny and arbitray go- 
che turns out to be a. ſtrong advocate 
for the juſt. rights of mankind ; and is for 
our enjoying all that liberty, with which Gop 
has inveſted us: For no power (according to 
the apoſtle) is ordained of Gop, but what is 
an encourager of every good and virtuous 
action, do that which is good and thou ſhallt have 
praiſe of the ſame: No man need to be afraid 
of this Powers, which is ordain'd of Gop, 5 — | 
, GOCS 
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does nothing but what is agreeable to the law 
of Gop; for this power will not reſtrain us from 
exerciſing any liberty, which the Deity has 
granted us; tor the miniſter of Gop is to re- 
{train us from nothing, but the doing of that 
which is evil, and to this we have no right: 
To practice evil is not liberty, but licenciouſ- 
neſs. Can we conceive of a more perfect, equi- 
table and generous plan of government, than 
this which the apoſtle has laid down, viz, to 
have rulers appointed over us, to encourage 
us every to good and virtuous action, to defend 
and protect us in our juſt rights and privileges; 
and to grant us every thing that can tend to 
promote out true intereſt and happineſs; to re- 
{rain every licencious action, and to puniſh” 
every one that would injure or harm us; to be- 
come à terror to evil doers, to make and exe- * 
cute ſuch juſt and righteous laws, as ſhall ef. 
fectually deter and hinder men from the com- 
miſſion of evil; and to attend continually upon 
this very thing; to make it their conſtant care 
and ſtudy day and night to promote the good and 
welfare of the community, and to oppoſe all 
evil practices. Deſervedly may ſuch rulers be 
called the miniſters of God for good. They 
carry on the ſame benevolent deſign towards 
the community which they great governor of 
the univerſe does towards his whole creation. 
Tis the indiſpenſible duty of a people to pay 
tribute, and to afford an eaſy and comfortable 
ſubſiſtence to ſuch rulers, becauſe they are the 
miniſters of Gop, who are continually labour- 
ing and employing their time for the good 7 
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the community. He that reſiſts ſuch magif> 
trates, does in a very emphatical ſenſe reſiſt the 
ordinance of Gop; he is an enemy to mankind, 
odious to Gop, and juſtly incurs. the ſentence 
of condemnation from the great judge of quick 
and dead. Obedience to ſuch . magiſtrates is 
yielding obedience to the will of God ; and 
therefore ought to be performed from a ſacred 
TEegard to the divine authority. 
Fon any one from hence to infer, that the 
apoſtle enjoins in this text unlimited obedience 
to the worſt of tyrants, and that he pronoun» 
ces damnation upon thoſe that refiſt the arbi- 
trary meaſures of ſuch peſts of ſociety, is juſt 
as good ſenſe, as if one ſhould affirm, that be- 
cauſe the ſcripture enjoins us obedience to all 
the laws of Gop, therefore we may not oppoſe 
the power of darkneſs, or bgcauſe we are com- 
manded to ſubmit to the 'ordinance of Gop, 
therefore we may not reſiſt the miniſters of 
ſatan. Such wild work muſt be made with the 
apoltle before he can be brought to ſpeak the 
language of oppreſſion. It is as plain (I think) 
as words can make it, that according to this 
text, no tyrant can be a ruler; for the apoſtle's 
definition of a ruler is, that he is not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil; and that he is 
one who is to praiſe and encourage thoſe that 
do well; whenever then the ruler encourages 
them that do evil, and is a terror to thoſe that 
do well, 1. e. as ſoon as he becomes a tyrant, | 
he forfeits his authority to govern, and becomes 
the miniſter of ſatan, and as ſuch ought to be 
oppoſed. a IE 


{ 
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I know, it is faid, that the magiſtrates wert 
»t the time when the apoſtle wrote, heathens 
and that Nero, that monſter of tyranny was their 
emperor of Rome; that therefore the apoltle 
by enjoining ſubmiffion to the powers that then 
were, does require unlimited obedience to be 
yielded to the worſt of tyrants. Now not to 
inſiſt upon what has been often oblerved, viz. 
that this epiſtle was written moſt probably 
about the beginning of Nero's reign, at which 
time he was a very humane and merciful prince, 
did every thing that was generous and bene 
volent to the publick, and ſhewed every act 
of mercy, and tenderneſs to particulars z and 
therefore might at that time juſtly deſerve the 
character of the miniſter of Go for good to 
the people; I ſay, waving this; we will ſup- 
pole that this, epiſtle was written after that 
ero was become a monſter of tyranny and 
wickednels, it will by no means follow fron 
thence, that the apoſtle meant to enjoin unli- 
mited ſubjection to ſuch an authority, or 
that he intended to affirm, that ſuch a cruel 
deſpotick authority was the ordinance of Gob. 
The plain obvious ſenſe of his words(as we 
have already ſeen) forbids ſuch a conſtruction 
to be put upon them; for they plainly imply 
a ſtrong abhorrence and diſapprobation of ſuck' 
a character, and clearly prove that Nero, ſo far 
for thas he was à tyrant, conld not be the mini- 
ſter of God, nor have a right te claini ſub- 
miſſion from the people; ſo that this dught per. 
haps rather to be view'd as a ſevere ſatyr upon 
Nero, than as enjoyning any ſubmiſſion 9 
[ 


1 . 1 


Tr is alſo worthy to be obſerved, chat the 
apoſile prudently wav'd mentioning any partie 
cular perſons that were then in power; as it 
might have been conſtrued in an inviduous 
light, and expoſed the primitive chriſtians to 
the ſevere reſentments of the men that were 
then in power. He only in general requires 
ſubmiſſion to the higher powers, becauſe the 
powers that be are ordain'd of Gop ; now tho” 
the emperor might at that tune be ſuch a tyrant, 
that he could with no propriety be ſaid to be or- 
dain'd of Gop, yet it would beſomewhat ſtrange 
if there were no men in power amon 8 the Ro- 
mans, that acted up to the character of good ma- 
giſtrates, and that deſerved to be eſteemed as the 
miniſters of Gop for good unto the people: 
If there were ,any ſuch, notwithſtanding the 
tyranny of Nero, the apoſtle might with great 
propriety enjoin ſubmiſſion to thoſe powers that 
were ordain*d of Gop, and by ſo particularly 
pointing out the end and deſign of magiſtrates, 
and giving his definition of a ruler, he * 
deſign to ſhew, that neither Nero, nor an 
other tyrant, ought to be eſteemed as the mini- 

ſter of Goo. 


8 rather, which. appears to me to be the 
true ſenſe, the apoſtle meant to ſpeak of magiſ- 
tracy in general, without any particular refe- 
rence to the emperor, or any other perſon in 
power, that was then at Rome; and the 
meaning of this paſſage is, as if he had ſaid, it 
is the duty of every chriſtian to be a good ſub- 
1 of civil government, for the power and 
authority 
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authority of the civil magiſtrate are from Gon, 
for the powers that be are ordain'd of Gop i. e. 
the authority of the magiſtrates that are now 
either at Rome, or elſewhere, is ordained of 
the Deity ; wherever you find any lawful ma- 
giltrates, remember, they are of divine ordina- 
tion; but that you may underſtand what I 
mean, when I ſay, that magiſtrates are of di- 
vine ordination ; I will ſnew you how you may 
diſcern, who are lawful magiſtrates and ordain- 
ed of God, from thoſe who are not: Thoſe only 
are to be eſteemed lawful magiſtrates, and 
ordain'd of God, who purſue the-publick good 
by honouring and encouraging thoſe: that do 
well, and puniſhing all that do evil; ſuch and 
ſuch only, wherever they are to be found, are the 
miniſters of Gop for good; to reſiſt ſuch, is re- 
fiſting the ordinance of Gop, and expoling 
yourlelyes to the divine wrath and co | 
tion. | ” 
Is either of theſe ſenſes, the text cannot make 
any thing in favour. of arbitrary government. 
Nor could he with any propriety tell them, 
that they need not be afraid of the power, ſo 
long as they did that which was good, if he 
meant to recommend an unlimited ſubmiſſion 
to a tyrannical Nero; for the beſt characters 
were the likelieſt to fall a ſacrifice to Its malice. 
And beſides, ſuch an injunction would be direct- 
ly contrary to his own practice, and the prac- 
tice of the primitive chriſtians, - who refuſed to 
comply with the ſinful commands of men in 
power; their anſwer in ſuch cafes being this, 
| THIGH We 
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ve ought to « divey Gop rather tian men: Hence 
the apoſtle Paul himſelf ſuffered many cruel 
perſecutions, becauſe he would not renounce 
chriſtianity; but perſiſted in. oppoſing the ido- 
Wen worthip of the pagan world. 


Tuts text being reſcued from the abſurd in- 
terpretations, which the favourers of arbitrary. 
government have put upon it, turns out to be 
A noble confirmation of that free and generous 
plan of goverment, which the law of nature 
and reaſon points out to us. Nor can we de- 
ſtre a more equitable plan of government, than 
What the apoſtle has here laid down : For if 
we conſult our happineſs and real good, we 
can never with for an unreaſonable liberty, viz, 
freedom to do evil, which according to the 
apoſtle, is the only thing that the magiſtrate 
s-to refrain us from. Jo have a liberty to do 
whatever is fit, reaſopable or good, is the high. 
eſt degree of freedom, that rational beings can 

ffels. ” And how! honourable 'a ſtation are 
thoſe men placed in by the providence of Gon, 
whoſe buſinets it is, to ſecure to men this rati- 
onal liberty, and to promote the happineſs and 
welfare of fociety, by ſuppreſſing vice and im- 
— 5 and by honouring and encouraging eve- 

xy thing that is amiable; virtuous and praiſe 
worthy: Such magiſtrates vught to be honour- 
ed and obeyed as the miniſters of Gop, and the 
ſervants'of the king of heaven. Can we con- 
ceive of a larger and more generous plan of 
vernment than this of the apoſtle? Or can 
We {ind words more — xpreſſi ve of a dit- 
e 
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approbation of an arbitrary and tyrannical go. 
vernment ? I never read this text without ad · 
miring the beauty and nervouſneſs of it: And 
I can hardly conceive how he could expreſs 
more ideas in ſo few words, than he has done. 
We ſee here, in one view, the honor that belongs 
to the ma rate, becauſe he is ordainꝰd of Gop 
for the publick good. We have his duty point- 
ted out, viz. to honour and encourage the 
virtuous, to promote the real good of the 
community, and to puniſh all wicked and 
| 1 perſons. We are taught the du- 
ty of the ſubject, viz. to obry the magiſtrate 
or N ſake, becauſe he is ordain'd 
of Gop; and that rulers being continually 
employed under Gop for our good, are to 
be generouſly maintained, by the paying them 
tribute ; and that diſobedience to. rulers 1s 
highly criminal, and will expole us to the divine 
wrath., The liberty of the ſubject is alſo clearly 
allerted, viz. that ſubjects are to be allowed to do 
every thing t that is in itſelf juſt and right. and 
are only to be reſtrained from being guilty of 
wrong a-tions.,, It is alſo ſtrongly implied, that 
when rulers become oppreſlive to the ſubjcct, 
and injurious to the ſtate, their authority, their 
reſpect, their maintenance, and the duty of 
ſubmitting to them muſt immediately ceaſe; 
they are then to be conſidered as the mi- 
niſters of ſatan; and as ſuch it becomes our 
indiſpenſable duty to reſiſt and oppoſe them. 
Tuus we lee, t that both reaſon and revelation 
perfectly agree in pointin g out the nature, end 
and deſign of 1 viz. that it is to pro- 
mote 
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mote the welfare and happineſs of the commu- 
nity ; and that ſubjects have a right to do eve- 

thing that is good, praiſe-worthy, and con- 
ſiſtent with the good of the community, and 
are only to be reſtrain'd when they do evil, 
and are injurious either to individuals or the 
whole community; and that they ought to 
ſubmit to every law, that is beneficial to the 
community for conſcience ſake, altho' it may 
in ſome meaſure interfere with their private 
intereſt; for every good man will be ready to 
forego his private intereſt for the ſake of being 
beneficial to the publick. Reaſon and revela- 
tion (we ſee) do both teach us, that our obedi- 
ence to rulers is not unlimited; but that reſiſt- 
ance 18 not only allowable, but an indiſpenſable 
duty in the caſe of intolerable tyranny and 
oppreſſion. From both reaſon and revelation, 
we learn, that as the publick ſafety is the ſu- 
preme law of the ſtate, being the true ſtandard 
and meaſure by which we are to judge whe- 
ther any law or body of laws are juſt or not, 
ſo legiſlators have a right to make, and require 
ſubjection to, any ſet of laws, that have a ten- 
cency to promote the good of the community. 

Our governours have a right to take every 
proper method to form the minds of their ſub- 
jects ſo, that they may become good members 
of ſociety. The great difference that we may 
obſerve among the ſeveral claſſes of mankind, 
ariſe chiefly from their education, and their 
laws; hence men become virtuous or vici- 
ous; good common wealths- men, or the con- 
trary, generous, noble and couragious, or baſe, 


mean ſpirited and cowardly; according to the 
impreſſion 
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impreſſion that they have received from the 
government that they are under, together with 
their education, and the methods that have 
been prachced by their. leaders to form their 
minds in early life: Hence the neceſſity of good 
laws to encourage every noble and virtuous 
ſentiment, to ſuppreſs vice and immorality ; 
to promote induſtry, and to puniſh 1dleneſs 
that parent of innumerable evils; to promote 
arts and ſciences, and to baniſh 1gnorance from 
amongſt mankind. 


AND as nothing tends like religion and the 
fear of Gop to make men good members of 
the common wealth; it is the duty of magiſ- 
trates to become the patrons and promoters of 
religion and piety, and to make ſuitable laws 
for the maintaining publick worſhip, and de- 
cently ſupporting the teachers of religion: Such 
laws (I apprehend) are abſolutely neceſſary for 
the well being of civil ſociety. Such laws may 
be made conſiſtent with all that liberty of con- 
ſcience, which every good member of ſociety 
ought to be poſſeſſed of; for as there are few, 
if any religious ſocieties among us, but what 
profeſs to believe and practice all the great du- 
ties of religion and morality, that are neceſſary 
for the well being of ſociety, and the ſafety 
of the ſtate ; let every one. be allow'd to-attend 
worſhip! in his. own ſociety, or in that way, 
that he judges moſt agreeable to the will of 
Gov, and let him be obliged to contribute his 
aſſiſtance to the ſupporting and defreying the 
qxcallary charges of his own meeting. In wy 

8 l caſe 
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caſe no one can have any right to complain, 
that he is depriv'd of liberty of conſcience, ſee- 
ing that he has a right to chooſe and freely at- 
tend that worſhip, that appears to him to be 
moſt agreable to the will of Go; and it muſt 
be very unreaſonable for him to object againſt 
being obliged to contribute his part towards 
the ſupport of that worſhip, which he hag cho- 
fen. Whether ſome ſuch method as this might 
not tend in a very eminent manner to promote 
the peace and welfare of ſociety, I muſt leave 
to the wiſdom of our legiſlators to determine; 
beſure it would take oft ſome of the moſt po- 
pular objections againſt being obliged by law 
to ſupport publick worſhip, while the law re- 
ſtricts that ſupport only to one denomination, 


Bur for the civil authority to pretend to eſta- 
bliſh particular modes of faith, and. forms of 
worſhip, and 'to puniſh all that deviate from 
the ſtandard which our ſuperiors have ſet up, 
is attended with the moſt pernicious conſe- 
quences” to ſociety : It cramps all free and rati- 
onal enquiry ; fills the world with hypocrites 
and ſuperſtitious bigots ; nay with 1nfidels and 
ſcepticks : It expoſes men of religion and con- 
ſcience to the rage and malice of fiery blind. 
zealots ; and Uiflolves every tender tye of hu- 
man nature: In ſhort, it introduces confuſion 
and every evil work. And I cannot but look 
upon it as a peculiar bleſſing of heaven, that 
we live in a land where every one can freely 
deliver his ſentiments upon religious ſubjects, 
and have the pci vile dge ofworſhipping Gop, 
8 EO EN | according 
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according to the dictates of his own conſcience, 


without any moleſtation or diſturbance: A 
priviledge which I hope, we ſhall ever keep up, 
and ſtrenuouſly maintain. No principles ought 
ever to be diſcountenanced by civil authority, 
but ſuch as tend to the ſubverſion of the ſtate. 
So long as a man is a good member of ſociety, 
he is accountable to Gop alone for his religi- 
ous ſentiments : But when men are found diſ- 
turbers of the publick peace, ſtirring up ſediti- 
on, or practiſing againſt the ſtate, no pretence 
of religion or conſcience, ought to ſcreen them 
from being brought to condign puniſhment. 


But then as the end and deſign of puniſhment 


is either to make reſtitution to the injured; or 
to reſtrain men from committing the like 
crimes for the future, ſo when theſe important 
ends are anſwered, the puniſhment ought to 
ceaſe; for whatever is inflicted upon a man af 
der the notion of puniſhment, after theſe im 


tant ends are aaſwered, 1s not a juſt and lawful | 


a puniſhment, but is properly cruelty, and baſe 
Nn g 


From this zeconunt of civil government we 
learn, that the buſineſs of magiſtrates is weighty 
x _ important: It requires both wiſdom and in- 
tegrity : When either are wanting, government 
will be poorly adminiſtred; more efpecially if 
our governours are men of looſe morals, and 
abandoned principles; for if a man is not faith- 
ful to Gop and his own ſoul, how can we ex 
pect, that he will be faithful to the publick 
There wasa great deal of proprietyin theadvice 
tha 
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make, or execute laws againſt vices, which th 
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that Jethro gave to Moſes to provide able men; 


men of truth, that feared Gop, and that hated 
covetouſneſs, and to appoint them for rulers 


over the people. For it certainly implies a very 


groſs abſurdity to ſuppoſe, that thoſe who are 


ordain'd of Gop for the publick good, ſhould 


have no regard to the laws of Gop ; or that 
the miniſters of God ſhould be deſpiſers of the 
divine commands. David the man after Gop's 
own heart, makes piety a neceſſary qualificati- 
on in a ruler ; he that ruleth over men ( ſays he) 
muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of GOD: : It is ne- 
ceſſary it ſhould be fo, for the welfare and hap- 


pineſs of the ſtate ; for to ſay nothing of the 


venality and corruption, of the tyranny and 
oppreſſion, that will take place under unjuſt 
Tulers ; barely their vicious and irregular lives 


will have a moſt pernicious effect upon the lives 


and manners of their ſubjects; their authority 
becomes deſpicable in the opinion of diſcerning 
men: And beſides, with what face can they 
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practice with greedineſs? A people that have 
a right of chooſing their magiſtrates, are cri- 
minally guilty in the fight of heaven when they 
are govern'd by caprice and humor, or are in- 
fluenced by bribery to chooſe magiſtrates, that 


are irreligious men, who are devoid of ſentiment, 


are of bad morals and baſe lives. Men cannot 
be ſufficiently ſenſible, what a curſe they may 
bring upon themſelves, and their poſterity, by 
fooliſhly and wickedly chooſing men of aban- 
doned characters and profligate lives for their 


magiſtrates and rulcrs, 


11 


We have already ſeen, that magiſtrates who 
rule in the fear of Gop, ought not only to be 
obey'd as the miniſters of Gop: ; but that they 
ought alſo to be handſomely ſupported, that 
they may chearfully and freely attend upon the 
duties of their ſtation ; for it is a great ſhame 
and diſgrace to ſociety, to ſee men that ſerve 
the publick, labouring under indigent and nee- 
dy circumſtances ; and beſides, it is a maxim of 
eternal truth, that the labourer is worthy of his 
reward. 


IT is alſo a great duty incumbent on people 
to treat thoſe in authority with all becoming 
honour and reſpect, tobe very carefal of caſting 
any aſperſion upon their characters. To de- 
ſpiſe government and to ſpeak evil of dignities 
is repreſented in ſcripture as one of the worſt 
of characters; and it was an injunction of Mo- 
ſes, thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil tbe ruler of thy 
2 Great miſchief may enſue upon revi- 

ing the character of good rulers; for the un- 
thinking herd of mankind are very apt to give 
ear to ſcandal : And when it falls upon men in 
power, it brings their authority into contempt, 
leflens their influence, and diſheartens them 
from doing that : ſervice to the community of 
which they are capable : Whereas, when they 
are properly honoured, and treated with that. 
reſpect which is due to their ſtation ; it inſpires 
them with courage and a noble ardor to ſerve 
the publick ; their influence among the people 
is ſtrengthened, and their authority becomes 
firmly eſtabliſhed. We ought to remember, 
| that 
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that they are men like to ourſelves, liable td 
the ſame imperfections and infirmities with 
the reſt of us, and therefore ſo long as they aim 
at the publick good, their miftakes, miſappre- 
henſions and infirmities ought to be treated 
with the utmoſt humanity and tenderneſs. 


Bur tho' I would recommend to all chriſti- 
ans, as a part of the duty that they owe to 
magiſtrates, to treat them with proper honour 
and reſpect; none can reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
I mean that they ought to be flattered in their 
vices, or honoured and careſſed while they are 
ſeeking to undermine and ruin the ſtate: For 
this would be wickedly betraying our juſt rights, 
and we ſhould be guilty of our own deſtructi- 
on: We ought ever to perſevere with firmneſs 
and fortitude in maintining and contending for 
all that liberty, that the Deity has granted us: 
It is our duty to be ever watchful over our 
juſt rights, and not ſuffer them to be wreſted 
out of our. hands by any of the artifices of ty- 
rannical oppreſſors. But there 18 a wide diffe- 
renee between being jealous of our rights, when 
we have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to conclude, that 
they are invaded by our rulers, and being un- 
reaſonably ſuſpicious of men that are zealouſly 
endeavouring to ſupport the conſtitution, on- 
ly becauſe we do not thoroughly comprehend 
all their deſigns: The firſt argues 4 noble and 
generous mind, the other a low and baſe ſpirit. 


Tups have I confladvcd the nature of the 
duty enjoin'd in che text, and — 


oO 


! 
red to ſhew, that the ſame principles that require 
obedience to lawful magiſtrates, do alſo require 
us to reſiſt tyrants ; this I have confirm'd from 
reaſon, and ſcripture. 


r rs OY 7 ARE. 
.. Ir was with a particular view to the, preſent 


unhappy controverſy that ſubſiſts between us, 


and -Great-Britain, that I choſe to diſcourſe up- 
on the nature and deſign of government, and 
the rights and duties, both of, governars, and 
governed, that fo, juſtly underſtanding our 
rights and privileges, we may ſtand firm in our 
oppoſition to miniſterial tyranny, white at the 
ſame time we pay all proper obedience and ſub» 
miſſion to our Lok magiſtrates; and that 
while we are contending for liberty, we 
may avoid running into licenciouſnels ; and 
that we may prelerve. the due medium bes 
frees ſubmitting to tyranny, . and running 
nto anarchy... I acknowledge that I have,un- 
dertaken a dillicult taſk; but, ag it appear'd to 
me, the preſent ſtate of affairs loudly call'd for 
fuch a diſcourſe ; and therefore I hope the wiſe, 
the generous, and the good will, candidly re- 
ceive my good intentions to ſerve the public. 
L ſhall, now apply this diſcourſe to the. grand 
Controverſy that at this day ſubſiſts between 
Great-Britain and the American cglonics. 


Vols inn gl gre te, fo ere yaaltt's od 
Ap here in the firſt, place, 1 cannot but, 
take notice, how . wondertully providence hag 
imiled upon us by cauſing. the ſeveral colonies 
ta unite ſo firmly together againſt the tyranny 

— . ne A "I 
of Great-Britain, tho Keri from each other 
| in 
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in their particular intereſt, ſorms of govern- 
ment, modes of worſhip, and particular cuſtoms 
and manners; beſides ſeveral animoſities that 
had ſubſiſted among them. That under theſe 
circumſtances, ſuch an union ſhould take place, 
as we now behold, was a thing that might ra- 
ther have been wiſhed than hoped for. 


Axp in- the next place, Who could have 
thought, that when our charter was vacated, 
when we became deſtitute of any legiſlative 
authority ; and when our courts o juſtice 
in many parts of the country were ſtop'd, ſo 
that we could neither make, nor execute laws 
upon offenders, who I ſay would have thought, 
that in ſuch a ſituation, the people ſhould be- 
have ſo peaceably, and maintam fuch good or- 
der and harmony among themſelves ! This is 
a plain proof, that they having not the civil 
law to regulate themſelves by, became a law 
unto themſelves ; and by their ' conduct they 
have ſhewn, that they were regulated by the 
law of Gop written in their hearts. This is 
the Lord's doing, and it ought to be marvel 
ous in our eyes. 5 


From what has been ſaid in this diſcourſe, 
it will appear, that we are in the way of our 
duty, in oppoſing the tyranny of Great-Bri- 

tain; for if unlimited ſubmiſſion is not due to 

any human power; if we have an undoubted 

Tight to oppoſe and reſiſt a ſet of tyrants, that 

are ſubverting our juſt rights and priviledges, 

there cannot remain à doubt in any man, 5 
* 1 + off 8 | >a. * — wi 
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Will calmly attend to reaſon, whether we have 
a right to reſiſt and oppoſe the arbitrary mea- 
ſures of the King and Parliament ; for it is plain 
to demonſtration, nay it is in a manner ſelf. evi- 
dent, that they have been, and are endeavours 
ing to deprive us not .only of the priviledges 
of Engliſhmen, and our charter rights, but they 
have endeavour'd to deprive us of what is 
much more ſacred, viz. the priviledges of men 
and chriſtians * i. e. they are robbing us of the 
unalienable rights, that the Gop of nature kis 
given us, as men, and rational beings, and has 
confirmed to us in his written word as chriſti- 
atis, and - diſciples of that Jeſus, who came to 
redeem us from the bondage of fin, and thg 
tyranny of ſatan, and to grant us the moſt per- 
fect freedom, even the glorious Lberty of the 
ſons and. children of Gon: that here they have 
endeavour'd-to deprive us of the ſacred charter 
of the king of heaven. But we have this for 
our conſolation, the Lord reigneth, he governs 
the world in righteouſneſs, and will avenge the 
cauſe of the oppreſſed, when they cry unto 
him. We have made our appeal to heaven, 
and we cannot doubt, but that the Judge of all 
the earth will do right. 


'Nzrp I upon this occaſion deſcend to ant 
cus ? Can any one, be ignorant what the 
| | things 


* The meaning is not, that they have attempted to deprive vs'of 
liberty of c-aſ.ience, but that they haves attempted to take 
away thoſe rights, which God has invetted us with as his 

- creatures, and corfirmed in his golp!l, by which believers 
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things are of which we complain? Does not 
every one know, that the King and Parliament 

have aſſumed the right to tax us without our 
conſent'? And can any one be ſo loſt to the 
principles of humanity and common ſenſe, as 
not to view their conduct in this affair as a ve- 
ry grievous impoſition ? Reaſon and equity re- 
quire that no one be obliged -to pay a tax that 
he has never conſented to, either by himſelf, or 
by his repreſentative : But as drvine providence 
has placed us at ſo great a diſtance from Great- 
Britain, that we neither are, nor can be pro- 
perly repreſented in the Britiſh parliament 
it is a plain proof that the Deity deſign'd, that 
we ſhould have the powers of legiſlation and 
taxation among ourſelves: For can any ſuppoſe 
it to be reaſonable, that a ſet of men that are 
perfect ſtrangers to us, ſhould have the uncon- 
troulable right to lay the moſt heavy and grie- 
vous burdens upon us that they pleaſe, purely 
to gratify their unbounded avarice and luxury? 
Muſt we 'be obliged to periſh with cold and 
hunger to maintain them in idleneſs, in all 
* of debauchery and diſſipation? But if 
they have the right to take our property from 
ns without our conſent, we muſt be wholly at 
their mercy for our food and raiment, and we 
know by ſad experience, that their tender mer- 
r 
e | 


Bur becauſe we were not willing to ſubmit 
to ſuch an unrighteous:and cruel deggee ; tho 
Ve modeſtly complain'd and humbly petition'd 
for a redreſs. of grievances, inſtead of hearing 
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gur complaints and granting our requeſts, they 
| Have gone on to add iniquity to tranſgreſſion, 
by making ſeveral cruel and unrighteous acts. 
Who can forget the cruel a& to block up the 
harbour of Boſton, whereby thouſands of in- 

nocent perſons muſt have been inevitably ruin d 
had they not been ſupported by the continent? 
Who can forget the act for vacating our char- 
ter, together with many other cruel acts which 
it is needleſs to mention? But not being able 
to accompliſh their wicked purpoſes by meer 
acts of parliament, they have proceeded to com- 
mence open hoſtilities againſt us; and have en- 
deavour'd to deſtroy us by fire and ſword ; 
our towns they have burnt, our brethen they 
have ſlain, our veſſels they have taken, and our 
goods they have ſpoiled. And after all this 
wanton exertion of arbitrary power, is there 
the man that has any of the feelings of humanity 
left, who is not fired with a noble indignation 
_ againſt ſuch mercileſs tyrants; who have not 
only brought upon us all the horrors of a civil 
war, but have alſo added a piece of barbarity 
unknown to Turks and Mahometan infidels ; 
yea ſuch as would be abhor'd and deteſted by 
the ſavages. of the wilderneſs : I mean their 
cruelly forceing our brethern, whom they have 
taken priſoners, without any diſtinction of whig 
or tory, to ferve on board their ſhips of war, 
thereby obliging them to take up arms againſt 
their own countrymen, and to fight againſt their 
brethren, their wives, and their children, and 
to aſſiſt in plundering their own eſtates. - This 

-PE- brethyen, iy dons by nem wg: coll 
& - 4 . @ 6%, 2+ f 5 elves 


— re OR —— 


1 4 ] 
ves chriſtians againſt their chriſtian brethren; 
againſt men who till now gloried in the name 
ot Engliſhmen, and who were ever ready to 
ſpend their lives and fortunes in the defence 
of Britiſh rights : Tell it not in Gath, publiſh 
it not in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon, leſt it cauſe 
our enemies to rejoice, and our adverſaries to 
triumph. Such a conduct as this, brings 2 
great reproach upon the profeſſion of chriſtiani- 
ty, nay it is a great ſcandal even to human na- 
ture itſelt. | 5 


- 'IT would be highly criminal not to feel a due 
reſentment againſt ſuch tyrannical monſters. 
It is an indiſpenſable duty my brethren which 
we owe to Gop, and our country, to rouſe 
up and beſtir ourſelves, and being animated 
with a noble zeal for the ſacred cauſe of liberty, 
to defend our lives, and fortunes, even to the 
ſhedding the laſt drop of blood. The love of 
our country, the tender affection that we have 
for our wives and children, the regard we ought 
to have for unborn poſterity, yea every _ 
that is dear and facred, do now loudly call 
upon us, to uſe our beſt endeavours to ſave our 
country: We muſt beat our plow-ſhares into 
fwerds, and our pruning hooks into ſpears, and learn 
the art of ſelf-defence againſt our enemies. To- 
be careleſs and remiſs, or to neglect the cauſe of 
our country thro* the baſe motives of avarice, 
andfelf intereſt, will expoſe us not only to the 
refentments of our fellow creatures, but to the 
difpleafurc of God Almighty : For to fuch baſe 
wretches in ſuch a time as this, we may Al 
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with the utmoſt propriety that paſſage in Jer, 
48 chap. ver. 10. Curſed be he that doeth the work 
of the Lord deceitfully, and curſed be he, that keep- 
eth back bis ſtword from blood. To fave our coun- 
try from the hands of our oppreſſors, ought to 
he dearer to us, even than our own lives, and 
next the eternal ſalvation of our own ſouls, 1s 
the thing of the greateſt importance: A duty 
fo facred, that it cannot juſtly be diſpenſed with 
for the ſake of our ſeeular concerns: Doubtleſs 
ſor this reaſon Gop has been pleaſed, to mani= 
feſt his anger againſt thoſe who have refuſed to 
aſſiſt their country againſt its cruel oppreſſors. 
Hence in a caſe ſimilar to ours, when the Ifrac- 
lites were ſtruggling to deliver themſelves from 
the tyranny of Jabin the king of Canaan, we 
find a molt bitter curſe denounced againſt thoſe, 
who refuſed to grant their aſſiſtance in the com- 
mon cauſe; ſee Judges 5th, ver. 23. Curſe ye 
Meroz ( ſaid the angel of the Lord) Curſe ye bitter- 
ly the inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came not to 
the help of the Lord, tothe help of the Lord againſt 
the mighty. ; 


Now if ſach a bitter curſe is denounce 
againſt thoſe, who refuſed to aſſiſt their coun-. 
try againſt its opprefſors, what a dreadful doom 
are thoſe expoſed to, who have not only refu- 
fed to aſſiſt their country in this time of diſtreſy, 
but have thro' motives of intereſt or ambition 
ſhewn themſelves enemies to their country by 
oppoling us in the meaſures that we have ta- 
ken, and by openly favouring the Britiſh Par- 
Hament Ile that is ſo loſt to humanity, as to 
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Alves chriſtians againſt their chriſtian brethren, 

againſt men who till now gloried in the name 

ot Engliſhmen, and who were ever ready to 

ſpend their lives and fortunes in the defence 

of Britiſh rights : Tell it not in Gath, publiſh 
| it not in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon, leſt it cauſe 
our enemies to rejoice, and our adverſaries to 
triumph. Such a conduct as this, brings a 

great reproach upon the profeſſion of chriſtiani- 

ty, nay it is a great ſcandal even to human na- 

ture itſelt. | "hay 


- "IT would be highly criminal not to feel a due 
reſentment againit ſuch tyrannical monſters. 
It is an indiſpenſable duty my brethren which 
we owe to God, and our country, to rouſe 
up and beftir ourſelves, and being animated 
with a noble zeal for the ſacred cauſe of liberty, 
to defend our lives, and fortunes, even to the 
ſhedding the laſt drop of blood. The love of 
our country, the tender affection that we have 
for our wives and children, the regard we ought 
to have for unborn poſterity, yea every thin f 
that is dear and facred, do now loudly call 
upon us, to uſe our beſt endeavours to ſave our 
country: We muſt beat our plow-ſhares into 
fwerds, and our pruning hooks into ſpears, and learn 
the art of ſelf-defence againſt our enemies. To- 
be careleſs and remiſs, or to neglect the cauſe of 
our country thro* the baſe motives of avarice, 
and ſelf intereſt, will expoſe us not only to the 
refentments of our fellow creatures, but to the 
diſpleaſure of Gop Almighty : For to fuch baſo 
wretches in ſuch a time as chis, We may A. 


: 
N U 
4 
4 
N 
F . 
os 
4 ® 
1 3 
> 
z . 
a : 
2» 
7 
; q 
- . 
4 o 
4 * 
UF - 
FX 4 
[ 
4 — A 


6 — 


— — — 


= NE — . ⁰¹ 2 
= * 
| _—_— a * * N , 


—— 


— x 
— 5 <a Nour 
— 


3 


with the utmoſt propriety that paſſage in Jer, 
48 chap. ver. 10. Curſed be he that doeth the work 
of the Lord deceitfully, and curſed be he, that keep= 
eth back his ſword from blood, To ſave our coun- 
try from the hands of our oppreffors, ought to 
be dearer to us, even than our own lives, and 
next the eternal ſalvation of our own ſouls, is 
the thing of the greateſt importance: A du 
ſo ſacred, that it cannot juſtly be diſpenſed with 
for the ſake of our ſeeular concerns: Doubtleſs 
ſor this reaſon Gop has been pleaſed, to mani- 
feſt his anger againſt thoſe who have refuſed to 
aſſiſt their country againſt its cruel oppreſſors. 
Hence in a caſe ſimilar to ours, when the Iſrae. 
lites were ſtruggling to deliver themſelves from 
the tyranny of Jabin the king of Canaan, we 
find a moſt hitter curſe denounced againſt thoſe, 
who refuſed to grant their aſſiſtance in the com- 
mon cauſe ; ſee Judges 5th, ver. 23. Curſe ye 
| Meroz (ſaid the angel of the Lord) Curſe ye bitter- 
j, the inhabitants thereof, becauſe they came not to 
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord again} 
the mighty. = i | 


Now if ſach a bitter curſe is denounced 
againſt thoſe, who refuſed to aſſiſt their coun-. 
try againſt its oppreſſors, what a dreadful doom 
are thoſe expoſed to, who have not only refu- 
fed to aſſiſt their country in this time of diſtreſs, 
but have thro' motives of intereſt or ambition 
ſhewn themſelves enemies to their country by 
oppoling us in the meaſures that we have ta- 
ken, and by openly favouring the Britiſh Par- 
Hament. Ile that is ſo loſt to humanity, as to, 
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be willing to ſacrifice his country for the [ales 
of avarice or ambition, has arrived to the high- 

| eſt ſtage of wickedneſs, that human nature is 

N capable of, and deſerves a much worſe name, 

than lat preſent care to give him; but I think 

3 with propriety ſay, that ſuch a perſon 

' as forfeited his right to human ſociety, and 
that he ought to take up his abode not among 


| the ſavage men, but among the lavage. beaſts 
| of the wilderneſs. 


| Non can 1 wholly excuſe from blame thoſe 
timid perſons, who thro” their own cowardice, 
have been induced to favour our enemies, 
and have refuſed to act in defence of their 
country : For a due lenſe of the ruin and de; 

| ſtruction that our enemies are bringing upon | 
| Ps, is enou h to raiſe ſuch a reſentment in the 
| human, breaſt, that would (I ſhould think) be 
| \ Tufficient to baniſh fear from the moſt timid 
| make : And beſides to indulge cowardice in ſuch 
a tauſe, argues a want of faith in Gop; for can 

he that firmly believes and relies upon the pro- 
| vidence of Gop, doubt, whether he will avenge 
= tte cauſe of the injured when they apply to 
43 i him for help: For my own part, when, I con- 
* ider the diſpenſations of providenee e towards 
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this land, ever ſince our fathers fifſt ſettled in 
| | Plymouth, I find abundant reaſon to conclude, 
| that the great ſovereign of the univerſe, has 
| lanted # ß vine in this American wilderneſs, which 
1 de has: [Cauſed to take deep root, and it has fil- 
led tlie und, and that he. will never ſuffer it 
[1 | | to be plucked up, ay r deſtroyed. 852 
= | = un 


TY] 


Gon fathers fled from the rage of prel ia 
Tyranny and perſecution, and came into this 
land in order to enjoy liberty of conſcience; 
and they have encreiſed to à great people: 
Many have bee en the interpoſitions of divine 
providence, on our behalf, both in our fathers 
days and ours: And though we are now en- 
gaged in a war with Great-Britain, yet we have 

een proſpered i in a moſt wonderful manner: 
And can we think, that he, who has thus far 
helped us, will give us up into the hands of 
our enemies? Certainly he, that has begun to 
deliver us, will continue to ſhew his mercy 
towards us, in ſaving us from the hands of our 
enemies ; he will not forſake us, if we do not 
forſake him. Our cauſe is ſo juſt and good, 
that nothing can prevent our ſucceſs, but only 
our ſins. - Could I ſee a ſpirit of repentance and 
reformition prevail through the land, 1 ſhould 
not have the leaſt apprehenſion, or fear of be- 
ing brought under the iron rod of {lavery, even 
though all the powers of the globe were com- 
ined againſt us: Ani though. I confeks,, 2 
the irreligion and prophanenets, which are 
common among us, gives ſomething of a dam 
to my ſpirits, yet I cannot help hoping, mp 
even believing, that providence 5 deſigned 
this continent for to be the alylum of liberty 
and true religion; for can we ſuppoſe, that that 
Gop who created us free agents, and deſigned 
that' we ſhould glority and ſerve him in this 
World, that we might enjoy him forever here- 
after, will ſuffer liberty and true. religion by 
be banillied from off the tace of 'the oy 

H _ 
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But do not we find that both religion and I. 
berty ſeem to be expiring and gaſping for life 
in the other continent, where then can they nd 
an harbour, or place of refuge but in this? 


Tue It are ſome who pretend that it is againſt 
their conſciences to take up arms in defence of 


their country; but can any rational being ſup- 


poſe, that the Deity can require us to contra» 


dict the law of nature, which he has written 
in our hearts, a part of which I am ſure is 


the principle of ſelf defence, which ſtrongly 


prompts us all to oppoſe any power that would 
take away our lives, or the lives of 6ur friends: 
Now for men to take pains to deftroy the ten- 
der feelings of human nature, and to eradicate 


the principles of ſelf preſervation, and then to 
perſuade themſelves that in ſo doing, they ſub- 
mit to,and obey the will of Gop,is a plain proof 


how eaſily men may be led to pervert the very 


Hrſt and plaineſt principles of reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe, and argues a groſs corruption of the 
human mind. We find ſuch perſons are very 
inconſiſtent with themſelves, for no men are 
more zealous to defend their property, and to 
ſecure their eſtates from the encroachments of 
others, while they refuſe to defend their per- 
ſons, their wives, their children, and their coun- 
try againſt the aſſaults of the enemy. We ſee 
to what unaccountable lengths men will run, 
when once they leave the plain road of com- 
mon ſenſe; and violate the law, which God has 
written in the heart : Thus ſomehave thought, 
they did Gop ſervice, when they unmercitully 

«ons hooray butchered 


. 

butchered and deſtroyed the lives of the ſer- 
vants of Gop; white others . the contrary 
extreme believe, that they pleaſe Gop while they 
fit ſtill, and quietly behold their friends and 
brethren killed by their unmerciful enemies, 
without endeavouring to defend, or reſcue them. 
The one is a fin of omiſſion, and the other is a 
fin of commiſſion, and it may perhaps be diffi. 
cult to fay under certain circumſtances, which 
is the moſt criminal in the ſight of heaven; of 
this I am ſure, that they are both of them great 
violations of the law of Gop. | ; 


H viN thus endeavoured to ſhew the law- 
fulneſs and neceſſity of defending ourſelves 
againſt the tyranny of Great- Britain, I would 
obſerve, that providence ſeems plainly to point 
to us the expediency, and even neceſſity 
of our conſidering our ſelves as an inde- 
pendent ſtate: For not to conſider the ahſurdi- 
ty implied, in making war againſt a power, to 
which we profeſs to own ſubjection, to paſs by 
the impracticability of our ever coming under 
fubjection to Great- Britain upon fair and equi- 


table terms; we may obſerve, that the Britiſh. 
parliament has virtually declared us an inde- 


peadent ſtate by authorizing their ſhips of war 


to ſeize all American property, wherever they 


can find it, without making any diſtinction be- 
tween. the friends of adminiſtration, and thoſe 
that have appeared in oppoſition to the acts of 
parliament. This is making us a diſtin nati- 


on from themſelves ; they can have no right 
any longer to-Rilz us rebels; for rebellion im- 


* pics 
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plies a particular faction riſen up in oppoſition 
to lawful. authority, and as ſuch the: factious 
party ought to be puniſhed, While thoſe that 
remain loyal are to be protected: But when 
War is declared againſt a Whole Comm diff 
without diſtinction, and the property of each par- 
ty is, declared to be ſeizable; this, if any thing 
can be, is treating us as an independent ſtate: 
Now. if they are pleaſed to confider us, as in a 
ſtate of independency, who can object againſt 
our conſidering our ſelves ſo too. 


Bor while we are nobly oppoſing with our 
lives and eſtates, the tyranny of the Britiſh 
parliament; let us not forget the duty which 
we, owe to our lawful magiſtrates; let us never 
miſtake. licenciouſneſs for liberty. The more 
we underſtand the principles of liberty, the 
more readily ſhall We yield obedience to lawful 
authority: For no man can oppoſe good go- 
vernmient, but he that is a ſtranger to true lis 
berty. Let us ever check and reſtrain the facti- 
ous diſturbers of the peace; whenever we meet 
with perſons, that arè loth to ſubmit to lawful 
authority, let us treat them with the contempt, 
which they deſerve, and ever eſteem them as 
the enemies of their country, and the peſts of 
ſociety. It is with peculiar pleaſure, that I re- 
flect upon the peaceable behaviour of my coun- 
trymen, at a time when the courts of juſtice 
were ſtopped, and the execution of laws ſuſpen- 
ded ʒ it will certainly be expected of a people, 
that could behave ſo well, when they had no- 
thing to reſtrain them, but the . in 
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their hearts, that they will yield all ready and 
chearful obedience to lawful authority: There 
is at preſent, the utmoſt need of guarding 
ourſelves againſt a ſeditious and factious tem- 
per; for when we are engaged with ſo pow. 
ertul au enemy from without, our policical 
falvation under Gop does in an eminent man- 
ner depend upon our being firmly united toge- 
ther in the bonds of love to one. another, and 
of due ſubmiſſion to lawful authority. I hope 
we Hall never give any juſt occaſion to our 
adverſaries to reproach us as being men of tur- 
Nene dilpoſitions, and licentious principles, 
that cannot bear to be reſtrained by good and 
wholfome laws, even though they are of our 
own making, nor ſubmit to rulers of our own 
chafing: But | have reaſon to hope much bet. 
ter things of my countrymen, though I thus 
ſpeak. 8 in this time of difficulty and 
diſtreſs, we cannot be too much guarded againſt 
the leſt approaches to diſcord and faction. Let 
us While we are jealous of our rights, take heed 
of unreaſonable ſuſpicions, and evil ſurmiſes, 
which have no proper foundation. Let us take 
heed, left we hurt the cauſe of liberty by Ipeak- 
ing evil of the ruler of the people. 
Le us treat our rulers, with all that honor 
and reſpect, which the dignity of their ſtation 
requires; but let it be ſuch an honer and reſpect; 
3s is worthy of the ſons of freedom to give: 
Let us ever abhor the baſe arts, that are uſed; 
by fawning paraſites, and cringing courtiers, 
who by their low artificies, and baſe flatteries, 


” 


L 6 J | 
obtain offices and „which they are unqua- 
lifed to ſuſtain ; rde, of which 115 Hh 
unworthy, and oftentimes have a greater num- 
ber of places aſſigned them, than any one perſon 
of the greateſt abilities can ever properly fill ; 
by means of which, the community becomes. 
greatly injured, for this reaſon, that many an 
important truſt remains undiſcharg'd, and ma- 
ny an honeſt and worthy member of ſociety is 
deprived of thoſe honors and privileges to which 
he has a juſt right; whilſt the moſt deſpicable 
wartiles courtier is loaded with honourable 
and profitable commiſſions. In order to avoid 
this evil, I hope, our legiſlators will always de 
ſpiſe flattery as ſomething below the dignity of 
a rational mind, and that they will ever ſcorn, 
the man that will be cotpbpbnt or take a/ bribe; 
And let us all reſolve with our ſelves, that no. 
motives of intereſt, nor hopes of preferment, 
Hall ever induce us to act the part of fawning 
courtiers towards men in power. Let the ho- 
nor and reſpect, which we ſhew our ſuperiors, 
be true and genuine, flowing from a ſincere: 
and upright hearc. : a 


Tur honors that havg been paid to arbitrary 
inces, have often bee ery hypocritical and 
inſincere: Fyrants have been Hattered in their 
vices, and have often had an idolatrous reve- 
Fence paid them. The wortt princes have been 


the moſt flattered and adored : And many ſuen 


in the pagan world aſſumed the title of gods; 
and had divine honors, paid them. This ido- 
latrous reverence has ever been the infeperab'e 
W | concomitaat 
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Eoncomitant of arbitrary power, and t 

cal government: For even chriſtian princes, if 
they have not been adored under the character 
of gods, yet the titles given them, ſtrongly ſavor 
of daily, and the reverence paid them is 
really idolatrous. What right has a poor ſinful 
worm of the duittoclaim the title of his moſt ſa- 
cred Majeſty ; molt ſacred certainly belongs only 
to Gop alone, for there is none holy as the Lord; 
yet how common is it to ſee this title given to 
kings? And how often have we been told, 
that the king can do no wrong, even though 
he ſhould be ſo fooliſh and wicked as hardly to 
be capable of ever being in the right? yet itill 
it muſt be aſſerted and maintained, that it is 
impoſſible for him to do wrong ? | 


Tae cruel ſavage diſpoſition of tyrants, and 
the idolarrous reverence that is paid them, are' 
both moſt beautifully exhibited to view by the 
apoſtle John in the revelation, 13th chap. fron 
the firſt to the tenth ver. where the apoſtle 
gives a ceſcription of an horrible wild beaſt k 

BE - whic 


® Wild beaſt, - By the beaft with ſeven heads and ten horns, I 
 undexftand the tyranny of arbitrary printes, viz. the emperors 
and kings of the eaftern and weſtern roman empire, and not 
the tyranny of the pope and clergy, for the deſcription of every 
part of this beaſt will anſwer better to be underſtood of politi- 
cal, than of ecclefiaſtical tytante. Thus the ſeven heads ate 
generally interpreted, to denote the ſeveral forms of roman 
| | df age avg z the ten horns are underſtood of the ten king- 
ms that were ſet up in the weſtern empire ; and by the b 

of the beaſt it ſeems moſt natu al to underſtand the eaſtern ot 
greek empite 3 for it is ſaid io be like a leopard, this image is 
takes from Daniel . ». 6. where the third beaft is ſaid to be 
| Ike n leopard. Ne by the thi:d beaſt in Daniel is vndertto:: 4 
. by the beſt interpreters the gtecian monarchy : It is well _ 
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which he faw riſe out of the ſea, having fevett 


| Heads and ten horns, and upon his heads the 


names of blaſpheniy : By heads are to be un- 
derſtood forms of government, and by blaſphe- 


my, idolatry; ſothat it ſeems implied, that there 


wil 


- "that. Jobn frequently: borrows his images from Daniel, and 1 
delieve it will be found upon a cinital examinzugp ei the 
matter, that whenever he dues. I, he means the ſame thing 
 withDaniel z if this be woe, (as 1 am fully pertwaded ni) hen 
dy the body of this beaſt burag like a leopard ig the reveiation 
3 LED is to be underitocd thecaltern or greek empire, whic 
Das that part of the old roman empire that remained whole for 
. feveral ages after the weſtern empire ws br: ken into ten kings 
Some. nr, aſter the beaſt was tiſen, it 18 ſ3id-that the 
** #tzgon gare him his ſcat 3 new, by the dagen is mtant the 
devil, who ig repreſented as preſidiag over the. r:man empire 
jo its pagan ftate(; but the ſeat cube roman empire in its pas. 
gan ſtate was Rome: Here then-is a prophecy that the emperor, 
«& the eaſt ſhould becom: poſſeſ d ot R me, which exactiy agrees 
' Teton we know from heft ry to;be t:Q, for the emperor 


Juſtinian's generals having expelied the goths cut of Lialy, 
Nome wat brought into ſubſection to ſhe emperor of the eaſt, and 
n ſor a long time governed by 'the-emperor's lieutenant, 
bo reſided. at Ravenna, Theſe. cor Gderations convince me, 
© "that the greek empite, and not the pope and his clergy, is to be 
© g-derftoad.by the body of the beaft, which was like-a leopard 
And whit fupther confirms me in this belief is, that jt appears 

to me that the pope, and the papal clergy are to be ur der- 


. { food by the ſecond beaſt, which we read of in Rev. 24th 


ver. 11 — 17th, for of him it is ſaid, that he had taye horns 
7 Ho lamb: A lamb, we know, is the figure, by which Jeſus 
hr iſt is fignified. in the Revelation, and many other paris © 
- the new- teſtament, the pope claims both a temporal and ſpiri- 
- qual ſovereignty toil by the two horns under the character 
of the-vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, and yei under this high pretence 
+ of being the vicar of J:{us Ch:iſt; he ſpeaks Ike a dragon, 
1 e. he promotes idolatry in the chrittias chucch, in Ike maa- 
. per as the dragon did in the heathen world. To diſtingviſn 
Him from the fit heat, ' he 18 called Rey. 19. the ſafe pro- 
et that wrought miracles, i. e. like manomet nh preter.ds to be 
+ S$lawgiver andicla1ms infallibiluy, and bis em'ſſaries endeavour 
to confirm this d &tr ne by pretended miracles : How wonder- 
' Folly do all theſe characters agree to the pope ? wherefore I 
conclude, that the ſecond and not the firſt beaſt, denates che 
Mranny of the pope and hu clergy. 


. 6s } 
will be a degree of idolatry in every form of 


tyrannical government. This beaſt is repre- 
ſented as having the body of a leopard, tha 
feet of a-bear, and the mouth of a lion, i. e. an 
horrible monſter poſſeſſed of the rage and fury 
of the lion, the fterceneſs of the bear, and the 
ſwiftneſs of the leopard to ſeize and devour its 
prey; can words more ſtrongly point out or 
exhibit in more lively colours, the exceeding 
rage, fury and impetuolity of tyrants in their 
deſtroying and making havock of mankind. 
To this beaſt we find the dragon gave his 
power, ſeat and great authority, i. e. the devil 
conſtituted him to be his vicegerent on earth; 
this is to denote that tyrants are the miniſters | 
of. ſatan, ordained by him for the deſtruction 
of mankind. 


gven an horrible monſter we  ſhonld Have | 
thought, would have been abhorred and deteſt< 
ed of all mankind, and that all nations would 
have joined their powers and forces together, 
to. oppoſe and utterly deſtroy him from off 
the face of the earth: But ſo far are they from 
doing this, that on the contrary, they are rc- 
preſented as e him, ver. 8. ard alf 
that dwell on the earth ſhall worſhip him, viz. 327 
thoſe w whoſe names are not written in the lamb's 
of life, i. e. the wicked world ſhall pay dun 28 
idolatrous reverence, and worſhip | bin with a 
godlike adoration. What can in a more lively 
manner ſhew the groſs ſtupidity * and wicked- 
nefs of mankind, in thus tamely giving v they | 
jak rights into the I of tyrannical mon- 
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ſters, and in ſo readily paying them ſuch an 
unlimited obedience, as is due to Gop alone. 


We may obſerve farther, that theſe men are 
ſaid, ver. 4. to worſhip the dragon; not that it is 
to be ſuppoſed that they in direct terms paid 
divine homage to ſatan, but that the adoration 
paid to the beaſt, who was ſatan's vicegerent, 
did ultimately center in him. Hence we learn 
that thoſe who pay an undue and ſinful vene- 
ration to tyrants, are properly the ſervants of 
the devil, they are worſhippers of the prince of 
darknels, for in him all that undue homage 
and adoration centers, that is given to his mi- 
niſters. Hence that terrible denunciation of 
divine wrath againſt the worſhippers of the 
beaſt and his image: Rev. 14th, ver. gth, 1oth, 
and 11th, If any man worſhip the beaſt and bis 
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, 
or in his hand, the ſame fhall drink of the twine 
of the wrath of GOD which 1s poured out without 
mixture into the cup of his indignation, and he 
ſhall be tormented with fire and brimſtone in the 
fr eſence of the holy angels, and in the preſence of 
the Lamb; and the ſinote of their torment aſcend- 
eth up forever ond ever: And they have no r:/! 
day nor. night, who © worſhip the beaſt and his 
mage, and who receive the mark of his name. 
We have here ſet forth in the cleareſt man- 
ner by the inſpired apoſtle, Gop's abhurrence 
of tyranny and tyrants, together with the 
idolatrous reverence, that their wretched ſub- 
jects are wont to pay them, and the awful 


_ denunciation of divine ER, againſt thoſe 
IR he 


1 
- who are guilty of this undue obedience to 
tyrants. 


Does it not then highly concern us all to ſtand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith heaven has made 
us free, and to ſtrive to get the victory over 
the beaſt and his image, over every ſpecics of 
tyranny. Let us look upon a freedom from 
the power of tyrants, as a bleſſing, that can- 
not be purchaſed too dear; and let us bleſs 
God, that he has ſo far delivered us from that 
idolatrous reverence, which men are ſo very 
apt to pay to arbitrary tyrants ; and let us 

ray that he would be pleaſed graciouſly to 
perfect the mercy he has begun to ſhew us by 
_ confounding the devices of our enemies, 
and bringing their counſels to nought, and 
by eſtablithing our juſt rights and priviled- 
ges, upon ſuch a firm and laſting baſis, that 
the powers of earth and hell ſhall not _ 
vail againſt it. 


Ux p Go, every perſon in the commu- 
nity ought to contribute his aſſiſtance to the 
bringing about ſo glorious and important an 
event; but in a more eminent manner dots 
this important buſineſs belong to the gentle- 
men, that are choſen to repreſent the people 
in this general aſſembly, including thoſt, 
that have been appointed members at the 
honourable council board. | Y 

HoxourtD fathers, we lock up to you in 
this day of calamity and diſtreſs, as the 

| 3 
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Guardians of our invaded rights, and the 
defenders of our liberties againſt Britiſh ty- 
Tanny 3 you are called in providence to ſave 
our country from ruin. A truſt is repoſed 
og you of the higheſt importance to the com- 
1 that can be conceived of, its buſi- 
4 moſt noble and grand, and a taſk 
. moſt arduous and difficult to accom- 
pliſh, that ever engag'd the human mind. 
(1 mean as to things of the preſent life). 
But as you are engaged-in the defence of a 
Juſt = righteous cauſe, you may with firm- 
neſs of mind commit your cauſe to Gop, 
and depend on his kind providence for di- 
rection and aſſiſtance. You will have the 
fervent wiſhes and prayers of all good men, 
that Gop would crown all your labours 
with ſucceſs, and direct you into ſuch mea- 
ſures as ſhall tend to promote the welfare 
and happineſs of the community, and afford 
ou all. that wiſdom and prudence, which 
s neceſſary to regulate the * of Ratey 
at this critical period. 


Howovztp fathers of the houſe of Re- 

preſentatives : We truſt to your wiſdom and 
2 that you will be led to appoint 
uch men to be in Council, whom you know 
to be men of real principle, and who are 
of unblemiſhed lives, that have ſhewn 
themſelves zealous and hearty friends to the 
liberties of America, and men, that have 
the fear of Gop before their eyes; for ſuch 
wy are the men, that can be depended 


vpon 


„„ 
upon uniformly to purſue the general good. 


Mr reverend Fathers and Brethren in the 
miniſtry will remember, that according to 
our text, it is part of the work and by- 
ſineſs of a goſpel miniſter, to teach his hear- 
ers the duty they owe to magiltrates. Let 
us then endeavour to explain the nature of 
the ir duty faithfully, and ſhew them the 
difference between liberty and licenciouE 
neſs ; and while we are animating them to 
oppole tyranny and arbitrary power, let us 
inculcate upon them, the duty of yielding 
due obedience to lawful authority. In order 
to the right and faithful diſcharge of this 
part of our miniſtry, it is neceſſary, that 
we ſhould thoroughly ſtudy the law of na- 
ture, the Tights of mankind, and the reci- 
procal duties of governours and governed: 

y this means, we ſhall be able to guard 
them againſt the extremes of flaviſh ſub- 
miſſion to tyrants on one hand, and of. ie- 
dition and licenciouſneſs on the other. We 
may I apprehend, attain a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the law of, nature, and the 
rights of mankind, while we remain igno- 
rant of many technical terms of law, and 
are utterly unacquainted with the obſcure and 
barbaroys latin, that was ſo much uſed in the 
ages of popiſh darkneſs and ſuperſtition. 


_ To conclude, Wu iI we are fighting for 
überty, and ſtriving againſt tyranny, let us 
remember to fight the good fight of _ 
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and earneſtly ſeek to be delivered from that 
bondage of corruption, which we are brought 
into by ſin, and that we may be made 
partakers of the glorious liberty of the ſons 
and children of Gop : Which may the father 
ef mercies grant us. all, thro' Jeſus Chriſt ! 


